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General  Statistics,  1929. 

x\rea  of  Borou,a:h  (in  acres)  3,227 

Civil  Population  (Registrar-GeneraFs  Estimate)  34,550 

Population  at  Census  of  1921  (Males  16,647,  Females  19,490)  36,137 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921)  9,509 

Total  Private  Families  at  Census  (1921)’  ....  9,320 

Population  living  more  than  two  persons  per  room  (Census)  18.8% 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1929  9,915 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 3.6 

Density  of  population  per  acre 10.7 

Number  of  Births  (Males  286,  Females  260)  Total  546 

Illegitimate  Births  (Males  13,  Females  14)  Total  27 

Birth-Rate  per  1,000  living  15.8 

Number  of  Still  Births  Registered 29 

Illegitimate  Birth-Rate  per  1,000  Births  Registered  49.4 

Number  of  Deaths,  including  Residents,  who  died  away 

from  Batley  (Males  281,  Females  273)  Total  554 

Net  Death-Rate  per  1,000  living  16.03 

Infantile  Death-Rate  per  1,000  Births  Registered  102.5 

Illegitimate  Death-Rate  per  1,000  Births  Registered  40.7 

Tuberculosis  Death-Rate  (all  forms),  per  1,000  0.72 

Phthisis  Death-Rate  per  1,000  0.55 

Zymotic  Death-Rate  per  1,000  0.3 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-Rate  per  1,000  (excluding  Phthisis)  2.8 

Cancer  Death-Rate  per  1,000  1.8 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  340 

Cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  35 

Cases  of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  notified 12 

Number  of  Inquests 36 

Rateable  Value  £191,410 

Rate  of  Id.  in  the  £ produces £720 

Rainfall  in  Inches  22.57 

Number  of  Wet  Days 150 

Parliamentary  Voters 23,938 

Local  Government  Voters 17,502 

Poor  Law  Relief  Distributed  £6,312-9-2 

Primary  Vaccinations,  exclusive  of  Smallpox  Contacts  ...  137 

Exemption  Certificates  Granted 390 

Dried  Milk  given  under  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children) 

Order 2,192  lbs.  Cost  £l58-15-.5 

Infants  Born  during  1929  fed  w^holly  or  partially  from 

Public  Funds 9% 


IPROVISIONAL  FIGURES  1929. 


Borouf^h  of  Batley. — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District 
during  1929  and  Previous  Years. 
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Births  ] Leg.  ...  519  273  246  ^ Birth  Rate,  15.8 

( Illeg.  ...  27  13  14  ) 

Deaths  554  Death-Rate  16.03 

Xiiniber  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth — 

From  sepsis  Nil.  From  other  causes  ...  2 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

Legitimate  ...  55  Illegitimate  ...  1 Total  ...  .56  , 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  3 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  4 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  3 


There  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  year. 
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►SOCIAL  CO^DlTlOiSCS. — These  have  been  described  in  pre- 
vious annual  reports  and  are  unchanged.  No  particular  occupa- 
tion appears  to  have  any  detrimental  effect  on  the  public  health. 
This  is  contrary  to  expectation,  having  regard  to  the  rag  trade 
being  one  of  the  staple  industries  in  the  town. 

Hecently  there  has  been  depression  in  the  trades  in  this  dis- 
trict, and  advantage  was  taken  of  the  relief  provided  liy  the  Coal- 
fields Distress  Lund  and  other  charities. 

Amount  distributed  in  Batley  from  Coalfields’  Distress  £ s.  d. 


Fund,  Feb.,  1929,  to  Dec.  31,  1929  1492  17  4 

►Special  Emergency  Grants  130  4 (i 


£1623  1 10 

Amount  distributed  from  Jan.  1,  1930,  to  March  31,  1930  479  10  7 


Special  Emergency  Grants  95  14  10 

Total  for  approximatelj^  13  months  £2198  7 3 


Particulars  as  to  the  occipuation  of  persons  relieved  were  not 
available  for  classification  until  November  1st,  1929,  but  since  that 
date,  until  31st  March,  1930,  a period  of  five  months,  the  families 
were  connected  with  various  occupations  as  follows  : — Miners,  237  ; 
Textile  Workers,  185  ; Others,  228  ; Total,  650.  Amongst  others” 
are  included  such  descriptions  as  Corporation  and  County  Council 
Employee,  Tailor,  Fish  fSalesman,  Butcher,  Fruiterer,  Old  Age 
Pensioner,  etc. 

Messrs.  Jessop  and  fSon,  a local  Tailoring  Fii’in,  gave  at  (Jirist- 
nias,  164  pairs  of  Trousers  for  Boj'S,  which  wei-e  distributed  from 
the  Public  Health  Department. 

The  “ Yorkshire  Evening  Post  ” senj  one  hundred  hampers  at 
Christmas,  which  were  distributed  by  the  Education  Department. 
The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  also  provides  fiec 
milk  for  infants  whei’e  necessary  on  medical  grounds.  During  1929 
more  than  9 ])er  cent,  of  the  infants  l)oi'n  in  Batley  were  fed  at 
the  cost  of  the  ratepayers,  in  addition  to  which  many  children  be- 
tween one  and  three  years  of  age,  together  with  prospective 
mothers,  were  provided  with  milk. 

►Scholars  at  the  Wilton  Park  ►School  were  supplied  with  milk 
and  Cod  Liver  Oil,  where  the  j-jarents  stated  tliey  were  unable  to 
pay  for  their  children’s  meals,  which  was  in  the  majority  of 
instances. 
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There  care  also  private  sources  of  charity,  so  that,  taking  the 
whole  of  these  circumstances  into  consideration,  it  cannot  reason- 
ably be  said  that  Batley  is  a town  where  it  is  impossible  to  obtain 
benefits  from  other  than  a ratepayer’s  own  individual  resources. 
In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  Mayoi’  has  a private  fund  from 
which  he  relieves  cases  which  may  be  brought  to  his  notice.  The 
Health  Visitors  give  certain  articles  of  clothing  for  infants  and  the 
Town  Missioner  administers  a fund  on  similar  lines. 

POPULATION. — The  doubt  about  this  figure  has  been  men- 
tioned in  previous  reports.  This  year  (1929)  the  Registrar- 
General  has  raised  it  by  300  to  34,550.  Reference  to  the  preced- 
ing table  will  show  the  variations  made  by  the  Registrar-General 
in  recent  years,  and  comparison  may  be  made  between  these 
figures  for  each  year,  having  regard  to  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths  during  the  period. 

BIRTHS. — The  number  of  births  exceeded  that  of  the  previous 
year  by  seven.  The  birth  rate  is  15.8  per  1,000,  which  is  lower  than 
that  for  England  and  Wales  (16.3). 

INFANTILE  DEATH  RATE. — The  number  of  infant  deaths 
during  1929  was  56,  giving  an  infant  death  rate  of  102  per  1,000 
births  registered.  This  is  a heavy  increase  upon  the  figures  for 
recent  yeais  (see  preceding  table),  and  is  principally  accounted 
for  by  25  deaths  from  Malformation,  Debility  and  Prematui’e 
Birth,  20  from  Respiratory  Diseases,  and  4 from  injury  at  i)irth. 

The  Health  Visitors  devoted  less  time  to  this  important  work 
during  1929  owing  to  vacancies  on  the  staff,  due  to  resignations, 
and  the  very  considei  able  amount  of  time  spent  by  them  in  dealing 
with  applications  for  relief  from  the  Coalfields  Fund. 

GENERAL  DEATH  BATE. — One  hundred  and  twenty  more 
deaths  occurred  amongst  Batley  persons  during  1929  than  in  the 
preceding  yeai‘.  The  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  ])opulation  is  16.03, 
against  12.6  in  1928.  This  is  higher  than  for  a number  of  years.  The 
increases  are  ))rinci])ally  due  to  the  following  causes  of  death, 
viz.  The  common  infectious  diseases,  12  against  7 the  previous 
year  ; Influenza,  31  against  9 ; Tuberculosis,  25  against  21  : Cancer, 
62  against  55  ; Diseases  of  the  Cii  dilatory  System,  159  against  134  ; 
Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System,  99  against  59 : Acute  and 
Chronic  Nephritis,  and  Debility,  Malformation  and  Premature 
Birth,  24  against  18.  Particulars  are  given  in  the  preceding  table. 
This  is  the  first  occasion  ipion  which  the  annual  death  rate  in 
Batley  is  higher  than  the  annual  birth  rate.  Comparison  may 
be  uaade  with  the  death  rates  for  the  remainder  of  the  country. 
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CANCER. 


Year 

Deaths 

Kate  per 
1,000  of 
population 

Y’ear 

No. 

Deaths 

Kate  per 
1,0(X)  of 
population 

Year 

No. 

Deaths 

Kate  per 
1,000  of 
population 

1909 

.34 

1.06 

1916 

47 

1.3 

1923 

38 

1.0 

1910 

39 

1.05 

1917 

46 

1.3 

1924 

53 

1.4 

1911 

34 

0.9 

1918 

51 

1.5 

1925 

49 

1.3 

1912 

32 

0.8- 

1919 

39 

1.1 

1926 

53 

1,5 

1913 

40 

1.08 

1920 

56 

1 5 

1927 

55 

1.6 

1914 

40 

l.l'S 

1921 

42 

11 

1928 

55 

1,6 

1915 

36 

0.9 

1922 

44 

1.1 

1929 

62 

1.8 

The  death-rate  i)er  1,000  from  Cancer  for  England  and  Wales 
for  1928  was  1.4.  The  1929  figures  are  not  yet  available. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA. 

HOSPITALS  PROVIUED  OK  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

A.  (1)  FEVER  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  is  piovided 
at  the  Oakwell  Joint  Hospital  (77  beds,  18  cots,  and  11  beds  and  2 
cots  for  Smallpox)  for  the  Old  Borough  of  Batley,  and  at  the 
Dewsbury  Joint  Hospital  (72  beds,  30  cots,  and  48  beds  for  Small- 
pox) for  that  portion  of  the  Boiough  which  was  formerly  within 
the  Urban  District  of  Sootliill  Upper.  Any  infectious  disease 
can  be  admitted  and  treated  at  Oakwell.  The  Dewsl)ury  Joint 
Hospital  Board  would  not  admit  any  cases  other  than  Smallpox, 
Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever  and  Enteric  Fever,  but  since  October 
1929  cases  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  encephalitis  lethargica, 
erysipelas  and  measles  under  certain  specified  conditions  can  be 
treated.  Full  particulars  have  been  given  in  previous  annual 
reports  respecting  these  hospitals.  Both  are  under  the  medical 
superintendence  of  general  practitioners  residing  in  Birstall  and 
Dewsbury  respectively. 

Owing  to  the  smallpox  epidemic  21  beds  and  9 cots  weie  added 
to  the  smallpox  accommodation  at  Oakwell  as  a temporary  measure. 

(2)  SMALLPOX  patients  can  I)e  treated  at  the  Oakwell  Hospi- 
tal, and  the  Hospital  of  the  Joint  Board  owned  by  Dewsl)ury, 
Heckmondwike  and  Batley.  See  remarks  in  previous  paragraph. 

B.  (1)  TUBERCULOSIS  SANATORIA,  in  several  parts  of 
the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  provided  by  the  West  Riding 
County  Council,  together  with  beds  in  sanatoria  undei-  anange- 
inent  with  local  authorities  elsewhere. 
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(2)  MATERNITY.  -/The  Ikitley  Maternity  Home  is  provided 
by  the  Town  Council.  There  are  ten  beds  for  patients  in  five 
wards,  one  bed  in  an  isolation  ward,  and  one  bed  in  the  labour 
room.  The  staff  consists  of  the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor 
and  School  Nurse,  who  acts  as  Administrative  Matron,  one  staff 
nurse,  one  nurse  midwife,  and  2 midwives.  The  domestic  staff 
comprises  cook,  housemaid,  two  charwomen  and  handyman.  The 
whole  domestic  staff  is  non-resident  excepting  the  housemaid. 


Details  are  as  under  : — 

Patients 

Year. 

Bookings. 

admitted. 

Infants  Born. 

1922  (Oct.  to  Dec.)  ... 

24 

24 

1923  

...  205 

156 

153 

1924  

...  215 

213 

212 

1925  

...  212 

213' 

209 

1926  

...  • 184 

163 

160 

1927  

...  206 

203 

202 

1928  

182 

165 

159 

1929  

...  197 

209 

210 

It  must  be  remembmed  that  the  figure  for  “ patients  admitted  ’’ 


does  not  correspond  with  that  for  patients  confined.” 

The  Housing  Conditions  of  1,122  patients,  residents  of  Batley, 
who  were  confined  in  the  Batley  Maternity  Home  from  opening 
in  October,  1922,  to  December  31st,  1929,  were  as  follows: — 

TYPE  OF  HOUSE.— Back-to-back,  552  ; single,  241  ; through, 
312  ; one  room,  17. 

NUMBER  OF  ROOMS  IN  HOUSE.— One,  23;  two,  417;  three, 
350  ; four,  180;  five,  126;  six  and  over,  26. 

NUMBER  OF  OCCUPANTS  OF  HOUSE.— Two,  34  ; three, 
246;  four,  311  ; five,  205;  six,  132;  seven,  82;  eight,  51  ; nine,  27  ; 
ten,  20  ; eleven,  8 ; twelve,  6. 

CTRCFTMSTANCES  of  PATIENTS.— Living  in  own  house, 
760  ; living  in  own  house  with  lodgers,  25  ; living  in  lodgings,  337. 

The  total  number  of  i)atients  admitted  to  the  Home  during  the 
a])ove-mentioned  period  vas  1,163  residents  of  Batley  and  183 
from  outside  the  Borough,  the  complete  figures  being  1,346. 

During  the  yeai’  1929,  20.2  per  ('Cnt.  of  the  Batley  patients  con- 
fined in  the  Maternity  Home  were  living  in  lodgings. 

There  has  been  overcrowding  of  the  home  on  several  occasions 
dui-ing  the  year.  This  subject  has  been  under  the  Committee’s 
consideration  since  the  formation  of  a sub-committee  in  March, 
1928,  for  the  puipose  of  meeting  the  Governors  of  the  Batley 
Hospital  consequent  upon  a letter  from  the  Ministry  of  Health 
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dated  February  16th,  1928.  The  ocasional  overcrowding  has  not 
been  so  severe  as  formerly,  because  patients  have  been  sent  home 
on  the  twelfth  day  instead  of  the  fourteenth  when  more  than  the 
normal  number  of  beds  provided  have  been  occupied. 

In  May,  1929,  the  Corporation  decided  to  increase  the  fees 
payable  by  patients  residing  outside  Batley  to  £3  per  week  as 
from  June  7th,  1930. 

The  number  of  patients  residing  outside  Batley  confined  in  the 
Maternity  Home  since  the  opening  in  October,  1922,  to  December 
31st,  1929,  was  183,  of  whom  16  were  admitted  during  1929. 

In  1925  it  was  arranged  that  it  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  all 
patients  that  the  cost  to  the  Corporation  was  much  greater  than 
the  amount  paid  by  individual  patients,  and  each  is  invited  to 
make  such  a donation  when  leaving  the  Home  as  their  financial 
circumstances  may  warrant.  The  amounts  contributed  have 
been : — 


1925  .. 

£10 

10  6 from  18 

patients  ; 

total 

patients  being  213 

1926  . 

..  £18 

11  0 

n 

23 

> ) 

5 5 

5) 

„ 163 

1927  ., 

,.  £26 

17  6 

27 

5) 

) j 

„ 203 

1928  ., 

,.  £3 

5 0 

5 

5) 

)5 

„ 165 

1929 

..  £15 

7 0 

30 

J ) 

J ) 

„ 209 

£74 

11  0 

JJ 

103 

)) 

5 ) 

,,  953 

The  donations  amount  during  the  five  years  to  14s.  5|d.  per 
head  of  those  contributing,  and  only  Is.  6|d.  per  head  of  total 
patients  admitted.  On  no  occasion  has  any  contribution  been 
received  from  those  patients  who  reside  outside  Batley. 

(3)  CHILDREN. — There  is  no  hospital  for  children,  but  ad- 
mission can  be  obtained  by  them  to  the  public  institutions  men- 
tioned below,  including  a children’s  ward  in  the  Batley  Hospital. 

(4)  ORTHOPAEDIC. — At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Education 
Committee  was  awaiting  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Education 
to  its  proposals. 

(5)  OTHER  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION,  apart  from  the 
Poor  Law,  is  provided  at  the  Batley  and  District  Hospital,  estab- 
lished in  1878,  supported  by  voluntary  contributions,  and  contain- 
ing 86  beds,  the  Dewsbury  Infirmary  (60  beds),  rfnd  the  Bradford 
and  Leeds  Infirmaries.  The  Poor  Law  Hospital  at  Staincliffe 
contains  300  beds.  It  is  partly  in  Batley  and  partly  in  Dewsbury, 
being  built  upon  the  boundary  line.  Batley  and  District  Hospi- 
tal is  in  the  Borough  of  Batley,  as  is  the  Maternity  Home.  All 
others  mentioned  are  outside  the  Borough  boundary. 


Consultation 

only. 
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The  Borough  Treasurer  states  that  during  1929  the  Corporation 
paid  to  the  Governors  of  the  Batley  Hospital  £244  2s.  Od.,  being 
£150  annual  subscription,  £50  rent  of  inortuaiy,  and  £44  2s.  Od. 
through  the  Education  Committee  for  removal  of  tonsils  and 
adenoids  from  school  children.  Disinfection  of  bedding  for  the 
hospital  by  the  Corporation  entails  a sum  in  wages  annually. 
The  approximate  cost  during  1929  was  £8  16s.  3d. 

INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  UNMARRIED 
MOTHERS,  ILLEGITIMATE  INFANTS  and  HOMELESS 
CHILDREN  (apart  from  the  Poor  Law)  is  not  provided.  An 
unmarried  female  may  be  admitted  to  the  Batley  Maternity  Home 
for  confinement  on  the  first  occasion,  but  not  subsequently. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. — (a)  For  infectious  cases  by  the 
Oakwell  and  Dewsbury  Joint  Isolation  Hospitals,  (b)  for  non- 
infectious  and  accident  cases  l)y  the  Batley  Division  of  the  St. 
John  Ambulance  Brigade.  As  in  previous  years.  Superintendent 
Horne,  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association,  continues  to  ren- 
der great  assistance,  which  is  much  ap])reciated  by  patients  and 
others  concerned.  Hearty  congratulations  are  offered  on  his 
well-deserved  promotion  to  the  position  of  Honorary  Serving 
Brother  in  the  Order  of  St.  John. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Name, 

Address. 

Sessions. 

Authority  Pro- 

viding. 

Ante  Natal  Clinic 

Maternity  Home 

Monday,  1-30 — 3-30. 

Bailey  Corporation 

Infant  Welfare 

1 Centro 

Town  Mission  Hall 

Tuesday,  2-4. 

Ditto 

I Ditto 

Wesleyan  Sunday 
Sell..  Batley  Can 

Wednesday, 

2-15—5-45 

Ditto 

' Minor  Ailments 
Clinic 

School  Clinic,  Bk 
Cambridge  St. 

Daily,  9 a.ni.  and 
4-15  p.m. 

Ditto 

Ophthalmic  Clinic 

Ditto 

When  required, 
2-5. 

Ditto 

Dental  Clinic 

Ditto 

Mon.,  Tues.,  Wed 
9—12,  2—5. 

Ditto 

Tuberculosis 

Branch  House, 

Alternate  Satur- 
days, 9—12. 

Thursdays, 

tist  Billing 

Dispensary 

Batley. 

2—4  and  6 -8. 

County  Council 

Treatment  Centres 

for  Venereal 
Disease 

Dewsbury  Infirm 
ary 

Monday,  3. 
Thursday,  6-30. 

Ditto. 
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Attention  is  again  drawn  to  the  desirability  of  arrangements 
being  made,  if  possible,  for  the  establishment  of  a treatment  centre 
for  patients  suffering  from  venereal  diseases  at  the  Batley  Hospi- 
tal, as  is  customary  in  other  towns.  During  1929,  37  males  and 
7 females  attended  the  venereal  diseases  clinics  at  Dewsbury  In- 
firmary and  there  was  one  attendance  by  a female  at  similar  clinics 
at  Leeds  Infirmary.  These  patients  were  resident  in  Batley.  As 
is  customary,  others,  without  doubt,  went  elsewhere  or  remained 
untreated,  and  some  would  be  attended  by  their  own  doctors. 


ATTENDANCES  AT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 


TOWN  MISSION 


Yearly  | 
Avtiage. 

No.  of 
mothers  on 
register. 

Expectant 

mothers. 

Mothers  1 
with 
Infants. 

i 

New  ; 

admissions. 

Average 
attendance 
per  mother. 

1916-1920 

374 

12 

1,982 

59 

3.8 

1921-1925 

Year. 

458 

54 

2,543 

274 

5.4 

1926 

530 

57 

3,223 

321 

6.08 

1927 

475 

19 

2,810 

236 

5.9 

1928 

410 

8 

2,342 

2,621 

212 

5.7 

1929 

494 

1 26 

217 

5.3 

BATLEY  CARR 


Yearly 

Average. 

No.  of 
mothers  on 
register. 

Expectant 

mothers. 

Mothers 

with 

Infants. 

New 

admissions. 

Average 
attendance 
per  mother. 

1919-1923 

Year. 

144 

2 

1,1.32 

69 

6.8 

1924 

174 

50 

1,439 

70 

8.0 

1925 

224 

46 

1,648 

116 

7.0 

1926 

222 

20 

1,729 

1 97 

7.8 

1927 

217 

7 

1,527 

1 97 

7.03 

1928 

195 

2 

1,160 

1,055 

64 

5.9 

1929 

189 

5 

! 50 

5.6 

RECORD  OF  INFANTS  MEDICALLY  EXAMINED  AT 


CENTRES  DURING  RECENT  YEARS. 


Year. 

1 New  Cases  Seen. 

i 

ALL  CASES. 

1 

Infants 

under 

6 months. 

Older 

Children. 

Not  wholly 
satisfactory. 

1926 

248 

I 269 

201 

275 

1027 

218 

! .309 

208 

230 

1928 

186 

j 406 

252 

306 

1929 

216 

; 445 

•391 

351 
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Under  the  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  (Irder,  1918,  dried  milk 
has  been  given  as  follows  : — 


Year. 

1 Lbs.  dried 
milk  given. 

Cost. 

Year. 

Lbs.  dried 
milk  given. 

Cost. 

1918 

873 

• £88  5 

6 

1924 

428 

£32  2 

0 

1919 

976 

£94  11 

4 

1925 

746 

£51  16 

4 

1920 

241 

£27  0 

10 

1926 

2,145 

£140  19 

10 

1921 

' 3,060 

£328  16 

6 

1927 

ol5 

£57  8 

10 

1922 

3,437 

,£325  17 

0 1 

1928 

1,010 

£71  16 

10 

1923 

! 1,136 

£94  13 

8 

1929 

2,192 

£158  15 

5 

Table  showing  number  of  deaths  amongst  infants  who  attended 
or  did  not  attend  a Welfare  Centre,  Deaths  under  4 weeks 
are  not  included  for  feeding. 


Y ear. 

Infant 

Nunaber. 

Deaths. 

Died  in 
first  month. 

Attended 

Centre, 

Not 

Attended 

Centre. 

Breast 

Fed. 

Artificially 

Fed. 

1921 

64 

35 

12 

17 

6 

23 

1922 

54 

27 

9 

18 

19 

8 

1923 

60 

19 

12 

29 

11 

30 

1924 

42 

25 

9 

8 

4 

13 

1925 

58 

33 

6 

19 

13 

12 

1926 

43 

29 

10 

4 

9 

5 

1927 

46 

24 

9 

13 

15 

7 

192^ 

30 

20 

5 

5 

5 

5 

1929 

56 

31 

11 

14 

20 

5 
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COMMENTS  ON  THE  CLINICS  ( ANTE  NATAL  AND 
INFANT  WELFARE). 

By  the  Assistant  Medical  OlRcer  of  Health. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Sir, — For  close  on  two  years  I have  })een  seeing  expectant 
mothers  and  their  infants  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  and  Infant 
Welfare  Centre  at  Batley.  The  need  for  such  clinics  is  impressed 
upon  me  almost  daily.  As  regards  the  ante-natal  work,  I think 
the  need  is  greater  in  the  north  than  in  the  south,  where  pelvic 
deformity  is  much  less  common  and  general  conditions  are  less 
hard.  This  is  evident  not  only  in  Batley  but  in  neighbouring 
districts  as  well. 

I believe  that  these  clinics  are  doing  good  work  not  only  in 
diminishing  the  risk  of  death  in  childbirth,  but  in  raising  the 
standard  of  health  in  the  pregnant  and  the  convalescent  woman. 
It  is  impossible  to  collect  figures  of  the  amount  of  damage  to  health 
done  by  child-bearing,  but  this  aspect  of  the  problem  is  every  bit  as 
important  and  serious  as  that  of  the  actual  death-rate  ; and  it  is 
cheering  to  be  told  by  a patient  on  a return  visit  that  ‘‘she  feels 
a different  person.” 

It  is  still  not  possible  for  a needy  expectant  mother  to  receive 
free  dental  treatment.  Dental  caries  is  a definite  factor  in  the 
lowering  of  health,  and  it  is  a pity  for  the  work  to  be  handicapped 
by  the  lack  of  these  facilities.  During  the  last  year  two  neigh- 
bouring districts  have  realised  this  important  fact,  and  have  grant- 
ed free  treatment  in  eases  of  need.  You,  I know,  have  recom- 
mended this  treatment  twice  in  recent  years.  At  this  clinic  the 
help  that  one  can  give  seems  to  be  appreciated  and  the  advice  fol- 
lowed as  closely  as  possible. 

Turning  to  the  Infant  Welfare  Work  a different  story  must  be 
told.  A complete  change  of  attitude  on  the  part  of  the  mother  has 
often  taken  place  by  the  time  I see  her  with  her  infant  at  the  Wel- 
fare Centre.  Many  of  course  continue  to  be  eager  for  advice  and 
grateful  for  help,  but  a distressingly  large  number  come  only  for 
what  material  benefits  they  can  get.  Many  a mother  is  unpunctual, 
careless  and  even  dishonest.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  suggest  that  help 
is  not  needed  ; these  parents  deserve  all  the  sympathy  and  help  we 
can  give,  but  they  have  been  receiving  so  much  for  so  long  that  they 
demand  more  and  more  as  their  due,  and  are  sullen  at  any  sug- 
gestion of  withdrawal  or  reduction  of  these  benefits.  It  is  obvious 
that  most  of  the  children  whose  parents  have  6s.  6d.  or  less  to  spend 
per  head  per  week  are  medically  in  need  of  free  milk,  but  many  of 
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these  parents  find  it  too  much  trouble  to  go  through  the  routine 
of  fetching  the  food,  and  give  one  the  impression  that  they  think 
it  should  be  delivered  to  them.  Daily  we  have  to  refuse  to  grant 
it  without  seeing  the  babies,  and  to  send  it  by  toddlers  of  four  or 
five.  The  result  is  that  more  than  half  the  time  that  should  be 
devoted  to  discussion  of  feeding  problems,  etc.,  is  being  wasted 
in  interviewing  applicants  for  free  milk  and  in  endorsing  their 
forms.  In  this  way  the  effectiveness  of  the  Centre  is  diminished. 
On  the  other  hand  it  is  very  well  attended,  and,  between  us,  I 
trust,  we  manage  to  point  out  the  healthy  way  to  mothers  who 
sincerely  seek  it. 

HILDA  A.  CHANNON. 

20th  January,  1930. 

ANTE  NATAL  CLINIC,  1925  to  1929. 


1925 

Individual  patients  attending  Clinic  194 

1926 

193 

1927 

228 

1928 

190 

1929 

249 

Patients  found  normal  

. 78 

40 

64 

58 

68 

Patients  found  suffering  from 
or  more  defects  

one 

. 116 

153 

164 

132 

181 

Total  number  of  attendances 

Clinic  

at 

. 500 

528 

728 

681 

743 

DEFECTS  CLASSIFIED. 
Respiratory  System,  including 


Tuberculosis 

10 

47 

41 

17 

16 

Circulatory  System,  excluding 

Varicose  Veins  

18 

39 

45 

53 

20 

Digestive  System  , excluding  de- 

fective teeth  and  constipation 

4 

14 

21 

4 

1 

Urinary  System  

12 

14 

15 

10 

13 

Small  or  deformed  Pelvis  

17, 

7 

8 

6 

11 

Gynaecological  defects,  including 

venereal  disease  

7 

11 

11 

14 

14 

Deformities  of  Breasts  

6 

7 

3 

1 

5 

Varicose  Veins  

27 

44 

45 

42 

54 

Constipation  

24 

48 

23 

23 

21 

Placenta  Praevia  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Teeth  

41 

45 

53 

42 

53 

Miscellaneous 

12 

28 

20 

9 

16 

Anaemia  and  Debility  

62 

Communications  to  practitioners 

respecting  patients  ...  ,, 

53 

66 

8a 

67 

46 
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WOKK  OF  HEALTH  VISITOllS  DURING  1929. 


Ante-Natal — First  Visits  39 

Re-Visits  42 

81 

Infants  under  12  months — Visits 

First  Visits  521 

He- Vi  sits  ' 5856 

6377 

Visits  to  Children — 

Between  12  months  and  3 years 3749 

Betweeji  3 and  5 years  1726 


5475 


Visits  to  cases  of — 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  

Pneumonia  (notified)  76 

Tuberculosis  134 

Still  Births 13 

Diarrhoea  . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

Miscellaneous  326 

549 

Total  Visits 12482 


The  preceding  figures  do  not  include  visits  paid  by  the  nurses 
in  their  capacity  as  School  Nurses,  which  were  2,388.  The  grand 
total,  therefore,  of  visits  l)y  the  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses 
during  1929  was  14,870. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT,  1907.— Doctors  notified 
166,  midwives  405,  and  other  persons  24  births,  a total  of  595  during 
1929.  Of  these  25  were  still  births. 

The  work  in  this  department  was  considerably  retarded,  as  in 
1928,  owing  to  the  resignations  of  two  Health  Visitors,  which  re- 
sulted in  long  delays  before  the  vacancies  were  filled.  Following 
upon  the  disorganisation  referred  to  in  the  previous  annual  report, 
it  has  caused  all  this  particular  work  to  be  very  much  in  arrear 
at  the  present  date. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Medical  G.H.  Pearce,  M.D.  (Durh.),  D.P.H., 
Superintendent  Maternity  and  Child  (Camb.),  Barrister-at-Law  (Inner 
Welfare  Centres,  School  Medical  Temple). 

Officer  and  Medical  Superintendent 
Maternity  Home 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Hilda  A.  Channon,  M.B.,  M.R.C.S., 
M.  and  C.W.  (part  time)  D.P.H. 


School  Oculist  and  Hon.  Ophth.  Surgeon  Randal  Herley,  B.A.,  L.R.C.P.  and  S. 
Maternity  Home  (part  time)  (Edin.),  L.R.F.P.  and  S.  (Glas,). 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  

Veterinary  Inspector  (part  time) 
Public  Analyst  (part  time)  

District  Sanitary  Inspectors  


School  Dentist 


..  Harold  Hornby,  M.R.S.I.,  t t ^ 

...  Geo.  Whitehead,  M.R.C.V.S. 

...  E.  W.  Richardson,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S. 
C.  A.  Wood  n * 

Resigned,  Sept.  1929. 

H.  Hobson,  f X 
,W.  Bailey,  f X 
...Marion  M.  Thom.,  L.D.S. 


Superintendent  Health  Visitor,  Sup- 
erintendent School  Nurse,  Adminis-  H.  Evans,  § 4. 
trative  Matron  of  Maternity  Home... 

E Farthing  §+  O 
Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses  ...  L.  Waterhouse,  § -f 

J.  R.  Carr  § + O 
Resigned,  Dec.,  1929. 
J.  B.  Lynch  § -j-  O 
Resisrned  Anril.  1929. 
E.  W.  Farrar,  § 4.  O 
Appointed  May,  1929. 


Chief  Clerk  E.  Louks.  Resigned  Nov.,  1929. 

Clerk  K.  Lister 


Junior  Clerk  C.  I.  Broadley. 

Staff  Nurse  1.  Walton,  § 4- 

Maternity  Home  Nurse  Midwife  ...  N.  Anderson,  § 4- 


Resigned  June,  1929. 

Midwife  M.  E.  Fildes,  4- 

Resigned,  Nov..  1929. 

Midwife  A.  Rowling,  4- 

Midwife  E.  Crowther, 

apptd.  Oct.,  1929. 

t Holds  Certificate  for  Sanitary  Inspectors,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

X Holds  Certificate  for  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  other  Foods,  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute. 

* Holds  Certificate  for  Sanitary  Science,  etc.,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

U Holds  Certificate  for  Smoke  Inspectors,  Royal  Sanitary  Insti- 
tute. 

§ Holds  Certificate  for  three  years’  general  training. 

O Holds  Certificate  for  Health  Visitors,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute, 
approved  by  Ministry  of  Health. 

4-  Holds  Certificate  of  Central  Midwives’  Board. 


Half  the  salaries  of  all  the  above-mentioned  persons  is  paid  by 
the  Government  from  Exchequer  grants  or  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts,  with  the  exception  of  the  Veterinary  Inspector  and  Public 
Analyst.  A proportion  of  the  salaries  of  the  Clerks  is  paid  by 
the  Government. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Urban  District  of  Heckmondwike,  in  consequence  of  an 
arrangement  entered  into  between  the  Local  Government  Board, 
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Batley  Corporation,  and  Heckmondvviko  Urban  District  Council 
before  lie  came  to  the  town. 

The  Assistant  Medical  Officer  is  employed  part  time,  her  duties 
being  confined  to  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME.— (a)  GENERAL. 

This  is  provided  for  the  North,  East,  and  West  Wards  by  the 
Batley  Nursing  Association,  and  for  the  Soothill  Ward  by  the 
Dewsbury  Nursing  Association.  Both  are  voluntary  organisations 
working  entirely  independently  of  the  Local  Authority  or  County 
Council.  (b)  For  Infectious  Diseases  there  is  hospital  accom- 
modation previously  mentioned. 

The  rules  of  the  local  nursing  association  prevent  them  nursing 
cases  of  infectious  disease. 

MIDWIVES. — Seven  certified  practice  on  their  own  account, 
of  whom  two  reside  outside  the  borough  boundary.  They  are 
under  the  control  of  the  County  Council  as  the  local  Supervising 
Authority,  a nurse  from  the  department  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
the  County  Council  visiting  them  occasionally.  In  the  event  of 
a jiatient  being  unable  to  pay  the  fee  of  a midwife  the  Town  Coun- 
cil has  arranged,  in  approved  cases,  to  make  a grant  (up  to  a 
maximum  of  12/6d.)  of  50  per  cent,  of  the  midwife’s  fee,  such 
cases  to  be  defined  as  those  in  which  the  family  income  does  not 
exceed  6/6d.  per  head  per  family  per  week  (after  deduction  of 
rent).  No  grant  was  applied  for  during  the  year.  In  the  interest 
of  the  public  health  it  is  not  desirable  this  be  encouraged,  such 
patients  being  better  in  hospital. 

MATERNITY  AND  NURSING  HOMES.— The  Corporation,  on 
the  refusal  of  the  County  Council  to  delegate  its  powers  under 
the  Nursing  Homes  Registration  Act,  1927,  appealed  to  the  Mini- 
ster of  Health.  No  final  decision  had  been  received  at  the  year 
end.  The  only  establishment  in  the  town  likely  to  be  affected 
by  the  Act  is  the  Maternity  Home. 
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LEOTRLATION  IN  FORCE. 

The  followiiifT  are  the  Adoi>tive  Acts  and  Bye-laws 


Baths  & Washhouses  Acts 
1846-1882 

Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1890 

Infectious  Disease  Preven- 
tion Act,  1890 

Public  Libraries  Act,  1892 

Notification  of  Births  Act, 
1907 

Museums  and  Gymnasiums 
Act,  1891 


P.H.A.A.  Act.  1907 
Batley  Corporation  Act 


Parts  or  Sections 
in  force. 


Whole  Act. 

L,  II.,  III.,  IV.  & V. 

Whole  Act. 

Whole  Act. 

Whole  Act. 

(As  to  Museums 
only). 

( Sec.  86 
1 Sec.  95 
] Sec.  45 
( Sec.  51 


Date  of  adoption. 
1890. 

November  1st,  1892. 

November  1st,  1892. 

January,  1904. 
January  2nd,  1908. 

I April  2,*?)^,  1913. 

I 

I Aug.,  1918. 

July,  1924. 

Jan.,  1926. 

July,  1927 
1921. 


BYE=LAWS. 


Date. 

Date. 

Tramways  

1882 

Betting  in  Streets  

1899 

Cemetery  

1886 

Pleasure  Grounds  

1910 

Prevention  of  Nuisances  ... 

1889 

Shon  Hours  Act 

Common  Lodging  Houses... 

1889 

(Hairdressers)  

1908 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  ... 

1889 

Employment  of  Children  ... 

1920 

New  Streets  and  Buildings 

1889 

Education  

1920 

Slaughter-houses  

1889 

Sale  of  Coal 

1923 

Cleansing  of  Footways,  etc. 

1889 

Violent  Behaviour  on  School 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 

Premises  

1926 

Milkshops  

1890 

New  Streets  and  Buildings 

1927 

Hackney  Carriages  

1891 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc.  ... 

1927 

Baths  and  Wash-Houses  ... 

1893 

Underground  Sleeping  Places 

1927 

Markets  and  Fairs  

1898 

Smoke  Abatement  

1928 

The  desirability  of  adopting  those  portions  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1925,  which  are  possible,  has  been  recommended  in  previous 
years  without  effect.  Such  action  would  place  Batley  on  an 
equality  with  other  towns  so  far  as  this  matter  is  concerned. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY. — Particulars  are  given  in  the  Medical  Offi- 
cer's Annual  Report  for  1925.  The  new  reservoir  has  l)een  com- 
pleted, and  it  is  stated  the  Ratley  Corporation  has  now  sufficient 
water  to  supph'  its  own  requirements  and  those  of  other  areas 
should  application  be  made.  The  long  drought  of  1929,  commenc- 
ing before  the  new  reservoir  had  been  filled,  caused  a shortage  of 
water  in  the  town.  An  additional  supply  was  obtained  from  the 
Borough  of  Ossett,  but  owing  to  its  hardness  and  peculiar  taste, 
due  to  the  presence  of  a variety  of  mineral  salts,  many  persons 
w(ndd  not  drink  this  water,  which  was  obtained  from  old  colliery 
workings.  Actually  it  was  of  the  highest  organic  purity  and  could 
be  recommended  as  distinctly  beneficial  to  the  health  of  con- 
sumers. Unfortunately  housewives  condemned  it  because  when 
used  for  cooking  purposes  the  effects  of  chemical  action  were  seen 
through  the  blackening  of  potatoes  boiled  in  it,  and  in  other  ways. 

Recourse  was  then  made  to  springs  and  wells  throughout  the 
area,  most  people  patronising  the  stream  flowing  down  the  hill 
close  by  the  Fairy  Steps  at  the  top  of  King  Street  and  Dale  Street, 
Batley  Carr,  the  stream  at  the  top  of  Howard  Street,  Batley 
Carr,  and  the  spring  at  Knottingley  Wells,  at  which  places  queues 
of  people  with  bojbtles,  buckets  and  other  receptacles  could  be  seen 
daily  for  many  weeks. 

These  sources  of  supply  were  well  known  to  be  polluted,  but 
warnings  were  ignored.  Bacteriological  analyses  of  this  water 
shewed  the  presence  of  the  bacillus  coli,  an  organism  found  in 
the  intestines  of  all  animals,  human  and  otherwise,  to  a tremen- 
dous extent,  thus  proving  the  entrance  of  sewage  into  these  wells 
and  streams.  Warning  notices  were  erected  and  promptly  de- 
faced, whilst  officers  of  the  Public  Health  Department  were  objects 
of  derision  and  insult  by  those  waiting  for  supplies  should  they 
appear  on  the  scene. 

The  drinking  of  water  heavily  charged  with  human  excrement 
could  have  only  one  result,  and  the  expected  outbreak  of  in- 
testinal disorders  soon  followed.  Large  numbers  of  persons  were 
affected  with  illness,  the  chief  symptoms  being  diarrhoea  and  sick- 
ness. Typhoid  and  Parpvtyphoid  fever  also  appeared,  causing 
much  suffering,  expense,  and  two  deaths  from  Paratyphoid  Fever. 
This  seemed  to  have  no  effect  upon  the  public,  whose  numbers  at 
the  infected  water  supplies  appeared  to  increase.  Unfortunately 
support  of  the  efforts  of  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
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mont  in  protecting  the  public  against  avoi(laV)le  illness  was  not 
always  forthconiing  from  quarters  where  it  should  have  been. 
A report  in  .the  local  Press  of  a meeting  of  the  Town  Council  on 
August  2nd  quotes  a prominent  member  of  the  Council  as  say- 
ing He  had  drunk  Knottingley  Wells  water  and  felt  no  bad 
effects,  and  the  public  were  using  much  water  from  the  three 
places  mentioned.  It  came  in  very  useful.” 

Samples  of  water  taken  by  the  Water  Engineer,  Mr.  Duck- 
worth, at  the  inlet  well  at  Staincliffe  Reservoir,  after-  passing 
through  about  17  miles  of  cast-iron  pipes  on  October  18th,  ]929, 
and  from  the  Staincliffe  Reservoir  on  August  21st,  1929,  represent- 
ing a mixture  of  about  25  per  cent.  Ossett  and  75  per  cent.  Batley 
waters  were  submitted  by  him  to  the  Public  Analyst,  satisfactory 
reports  being  obtained.  These  waters,  of  course,  had  no  con- 
nection in  any  way  with  the  w^ater  from  the  foul  streams  and  wells 
previously  mentioned,  but  were  from  the  ordinary  town’s  supply, 
which  is  excellent  in  every  way. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS.— The  Batley  beck  is  polluted  by  dye 
waters  and  trade  waste.  The  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  Rivers 
Board  is  the  authority  which  exercises  supervision. 

DR  AIN  ACE  AND  SEWERAGE.— The  Borough  Surveyor,  Mr. 
H.  L.  Hall,  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information : — 

‘‘  The  work  referred  to  in  last  year’s  Annual  Report  has  been 
completed  and  is  now  in  operation.  The  cleaning  of  the  Contact 
Beds  is  proceeding  periodically,  two  of  which  have  been  cleaned 
and  washed  during  the  present  financial  year.” 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION,  1929. 

Water  Closets  7,633 

Trough  and  Automatic  AVater  Closets  216 

Trough  and  Automatic  AVater  Closets  converted  into  proper 

water  closets  6 

Blocks  of  Trough  AA^ater  Closets  29 

Blocks  of  Trough  AVater  C’losets  converted  into  proper 

water-closets  2 

Pail  Closets 10 

Pail  Closets  converted  into  proper  water-closets 2 

Privy  middens 30 

Privy  middens  converted  into  proper  water-closets  6 

Additional  water-closets  provided  for  old  property  10 

Additional  water-closets  provided  for  new  property  45 
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liifonnation  as  to  the  situation  of  the  30  privy  middens  and  10 
pail  closets  is  given  on  page  23  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1927, 
as  amended  hy  the  deletion  of  particulars  referring  to  privy  mid- 
dens and  i)ail  closets  situate  at  Hatley  Hygienic  Laundry,  Victor 
Street,  and  Shay  Farm  respectively,  which  were  converted  during 
1929  to  proper  water-closets. 

SCAVENGING. 

COLLECTION  ANT)  DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE. 

The  whole  of  this  section  has  been  written  by  Mr.  Harold 
Hornby,  M.R.S.I.,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector.  For  many  years 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  drawn  attention  to  the  obsolete 
methods  in  vogue,  but  it  is  only  recently  that  a move  has  been 
made  jto  adopt  modern  practice.  A Councillor  recently  stated 
“ The  Public  Health  Department  costs  too  much  money.’’  This 
remark  was  correct,  although  very  late  in  the  day,  and  it  would 
now  appear  steps  are  to  be  taken  to  stop  the  waste  which  has 
l)een  recommended  for  so  many  yeai’s  wRhout  effect  from  the 
Department  itself.  The  General  Works  and  Electricity  Commit- 
tees still  derive  considerable  financial  benefit  through  work  done 
for  them  by  the  Public  Health  Committee  but  for  which  they  do 
not  pay.  The  Electricity  Committee  recently  contributed  £l,000 
to  the  relief  of  the  rates.  In  the  following  remarks  it  is  shown 
how  at  least  £750  was  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

During  the  year  under  review  it  w-as  found  necessary  to  make 
changes  in  the  organisation  of  the  staff  engaged  in  cleansing  work 
in  conse(pience  of  certai?!  circumstances,  fully  enquired  into  by 
the  J’ublic  Health  Committee,  which  shewed  that  underloading 
and,  in  one  case,  deliberate  falsification  of  returns,  were  taking 
place. 

It  is,  therefore,  proposed,  before  setting  oujb  the  main  details 
of  the  report,  to  give  particulars  of  the  system  now  in  operation 
to  check  and  record  the  work  performed. 

The  Borough  is  now  divided  into  compact  ‘‘  cleansing  districts,” 
each  vehicle  with  its  complement  of  throwers-out  being  held  re- 
spojisible  for  the  work  of  a particular  district,  wherein  a complete 
weekly  collection  is  expected,  and,  up  to  the  present,  has  been 
accomplished.  Each  teamer  or  drivei-  is  j^rovided  with  a day  sheet 
on  which  he  enters  the  names  of  the  streets  he  visits,  the  numbe]- 
• )f  l•ece^)tacles  of  vaiious  kinds  emptied  in  each  street,  the  number 
of  loads  collected  and  the  place  of  disposal  to  which  each  load  is 


delivered.  To  this  day  sheet  is  attached  the  weight  tickets  cor- 
responding to  the  loads  collected.  All  the  sheets  are  handed  in 
daily  to  the  Public  Health  Department,  where  the  returns  are 
entered  in  a suitable  record  book. 

An  endeavour  is  now  being  made  to  weigh  every  load  of  refuse, 
with  the  few  exceptions  where  a weigh  bridge  is  not  available. 
As  .the  majority  of  the  loads  are  delivered  to  the  Destructor  Works, 
these,  together  with  those  tipping  at  Mount  Pleasant,  are  weighed 
at  the  Electricity  Works  by  a junior  appointed  six  months  ago. 
Loads  disposed  of  at  Grange  Road  tip  are  w'eighed  at  the  Gas 
Works  or  Messrs.  Crawshaw  and  Warburton’s  Colliery  in  Grange 
Load,  and  those  to  White  Lea  tip  at  either  Birstall  Gas  Works 
or  White  Lea  Colliery. 

The  object  of  the  system  briefly  described  is  not  only  to  enable 
the  Department  to  keep  a constant  check  on  the  work  of  all  em- 
ployees, but  in  addition  to  arrive  at  a correct  figure  of  the  refuse 
yield  of  the  Borough  and  to  put  costing  returns  on  an  accurate 
.tonnage  basis. 

The  cost  of  weighing  all  refuse  is  £4(5  per  year,  and  experience 
is  proving  the  wisdom  of  this  expenditure,  both  as  regards  economy 
and  efficiency.  The  collection  of  refuse  owing  to  certain  peculiar 
circumstances,  which  will  be  fully  explained,  is  not  simply  a ques- 
tion of  the  lemoval  of  a quantity  of  material  from  one  place  to 
another,  because  the  refuse  varies  widely  in  weight  and  bulk, 
house  for  house,  and  season  for  season,  and  has  to  be  collected 
from  numerous  premises  in  positions  which  are  often  difficult  of 
access  and  under  varying  conditions  of  loading. 

Consider  the  conditions  in  winter  when  fires  are  in  use  for 
domestic  heating  ; the  refuse  yield  is  high  and  of  a heavy  nature. 
In  summer,  fires  go  more  or  less  out  of  use  and  there  is  a falling 
off  in  the  amount  of  heavy  ash  placed  in  the  bins  and  ashpits, 
but  there  is  some  increase  in  the  amount  of  paper,  vegetable  re- 
fuse and  food  waste,  because,  in  the  absence  of  the  domestic  fire, 
there  are  no  means  of  destroying  matter  which  would  otherwise 
l)e  burned.  Thus  it  comes  about  that  winter  refuse  is  heavy 
and  the  quantity  per  house  high,  whilst  in  summer  it  is  light  and 
the  quantity  per  house  comparatively  low,  for  the  increased 
amount  of  paper,  etc.,  does  not  make  up  for  the  fall  in  the  amount 
of  ash.  House  refuse  removal  is  primarily  a public  health  service, 
and  the  ol)ject  aimed  at  is  that  a weekly  collection  shall  be  effected 
at  every  house  so  as  to  prevent  any  nuisance  arising  from  decom- 
position of  refuse  matter  on  premises. 


When  the  resultb  of  the  work  are  judged  on  an  aceuiate  ton- 
nage basis,  the  siiinnier  figures  are  ))Ound  to  compare  unfavour- 
ably, because  the  difference  in  refuse  yield  and  the  lighfi,  bulky 
nature  of  the  material  have  very  far  reaching  effects  on  costs. 
At  each  house  there  is  just  as  much  time  and  labour  involved  in 
collecting  half  a dustbinful  as  a full  one.  Again,  more  houses 
have  to  be  visited  to  obtain  a load,  so  that  the  net  result  is  a 
light  load  obtained  by  increased  time  and  labour  as  compared 
with  collection  in  winter.  These  variable  conditions  affect  all  the 
vehicles,  whether  carts  or  freighter,  and  result  in  high  tonnage 
costs  during  the  summer  season,  for,  as  has  been  indicated,  ])ublic 
health  considerations  demand  that  in  warm  weather  the  refuse 
must  be  regularly  collected,  however  small  the  quantity  at  each 
dwellinghouse. 

The  following  .table  shews  the  monthly  variation  in  weights 
of  refuse  as  between  loads  collected  during  the  period  from  June 
to  December  inclusive,  covering  the  period  during  which  the 
weighing  of  refuse  was  in  operation. 


, #’keightek  Transpokt 

Hobse  Thansport 

1929 

[No.  of 

Weight 

Average  wt. 

No.  of 

Weight 

1 Average  wt. 

Mouth 

loads 

Tons 

per  load 

loads 

Tons 

per  load 

T. 

c. 

q- 

T.  c.  q. 

•Jnne 

111 

179 

1 

12 

1 ( 

809 

499 

12  1 

July 

104 

158 

1 

10 

1 

820 

504 

12  1 

August 

118 

191 

1 

12 

1 

697 

426 

12  1 

September 

113 

178 

1 

11 

2 

670 

406 

T2  0 

October 

103 

176 

1 

14 

0 

791 

553 

14  0 

November 

114 

219 

1 

18 

1 , 

745 

593 

16  0 

December 

106 

! 

205 

1 

18 

2 • 1 

722 

563 

15  2 

Totals 

' 769  1 

1306 

1 

14 

0 

5254 

3544 

13  2 

As  regards  horse  transport,  a very  important  point  to  notice 
is  that  during  November,  when  refuse  reached  its  maximum 
density,  the  average  load  was  only  16  cwjbs.  This  suggests  that 
if  we  had  carts  of  a greater  cubic  capacity,  horse  transport  would 
stand  a better  opportunity  of  competing  with  mechanical.  Again, 
with  horse  transport  it  is  only  possible  to  collect  four  loads  a day 
from  the  distant  points  of  the  Borough,  i.e.,  Staincliffe,  Healey 
and  Hanging  Heaton.  These  aie  areas  which  should  certainly  be 
served  by  mechanical  transport  to  prevent  distance  limiting  the 
working  capacity  of  that  imrtion  of  the  cleansing  staff  working 
under  the  longer  haulage  conditions. 

The  weights  referred  to  in  this  report  are  partly  estimated, 
about  5S  per  cent,  of  the  refuse  having  been  weighed  and  the  re- 
mainder calculated  on  the  number  of  loads  and  the  average  weight 
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per  load  according  to  season,  as  arrived  at  by  the  weighing  of  all 
refuse  during  the  period  June  to  December  inclusive. 

As  in  previous  years,  and  following  the  instructions  of  the  Min 
istry  of  Health,  collection  and  disposal  have  been  kept  as  sepa- 
rate items  and  disposal  has  been  suli-divided  into  incineration  at 
the  Destructor  Works  and  tipping  respectively. 

The  number  of  days  in  the  year  has  been  taken  at  365,  and  not 
.the  actual  working  days. 

The  Registrar-Generars  estimate  of  the  population  is  34,550, 
the  number  of  occupied  houses  9,915,  and  the  number  of  premises 
from  which  refuse  is  collected  is  not  less  than  10,000. 

The  staff  engaged  in  collection  during  the  year  was  the  same 
as  that  for  1928,  as  follows  : — 

Mechanical  transport (S.D.  Freighter)  1 

Horse  transport — carts  7 

Drivers 8 

Throwers-out  10 

F oreman  1 

In  iirevious  years  two  carts  were  constantly  engaged  removing 
clinkers  from  the  Destructor,  liut  experience  under  conditions  of 
proper  loading  has  shown  that  this  work  is  not  sufficient  to  keep 
them  fully  em]3loyed  the  whole  year  round.  During  the  summer 
one  horse  was  disposed  of  in  consequence  of  unfijbness,  and  this 
has  not  been  replaced.  The  remaining  horse  and  cart  requires 
some  assistance  during  the  heavy  winter  period,  and  this  is  effected 
by  giving  out  part  of  the  work  to  a carting  contractor,  who  moves 
the  clinker  from  the  Destiuctor  to  the  Sewerage  Works  at  a 
charge  of  2s.  per  ton.  The  cost  of  similar  work  done  by  the  Cor- 
poration carts  is  2s.  9d.  per  ton. 

In  the  event  of  another  horse  being  disposed  of,  it  would  tend 
to  economy  if  all  the  clinkers  were  moved  from  the  Destructor 
by  private  contract,  on  a tonnage  basis,  during  the  winter  months, 
and  in  summer,  when  the  work  of  the  collection  staff  slackens, 
for  them  to  undeiffake  clinker  removal  in  addition  to  their  normal 
work.  Besides  tending  to  economy,  such  an  arrangement  would 
obviate  the  necessity  during  the  summer  of  having  to  allow  one 
or  more  horses  to  stand  in  the  stable  on  Friday  afternoon  and 
Saturday  mornings  through  lack  of  work. 

Table  TV.  shews  the  costs  of  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 
for  the  j^ear  as  compared  Avith  those  for  1928. 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  was  an  increase  in  collection  costs  by 
£87.  Wages  involved  an  extra  expenditure  of  £58,  due  to  teamers 


^5 


l»eiiig  granted  an  increase  of  ^d.  per  hour  as  from  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  the  engagement  of  a weigh  clerk,  and  the  increase  in 
the  amount  of  sick  pay  expended  in  comparison  with  the  previous 
year.  The  Freighter  cost  £53  more  for  petrol,  oil  and  repairs. 
This  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  petrol  rose  in  price  by  2^d.  per 
gallon  at  the  beginning  of  March,  1929,  extra  repairs  involved  by 
increased  wear  and  tear  in  the  second  year  of  the  vehicle’s  service, 
and  the  provision  of  new  tyres,  costing  over  £20  and  estimated  to 
last  for  at  least  22  months. 

Disposal  costs  call  for  little  remark,  as  the  expenditure  is  £16 
less  than  that  for  1928,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  wages  and  rates 
increased.  Income  shews  a fall,  owing  to  Healey  School  Tip  hav- 
ing been  completed  and  closed  and  the  proportion  of  wages  re- 
covered from  the  Education  Department  lost. 

The  changes  in  organisation  and  the  system  of  weighing  and 
recording  all  refuse  came  too  late  in  the  year  to  result'  in  a de- 
crease of  expenditure,  but  it  is  confidently  expected  that  in  the 
next  annual  report  it  will  be  possible  to  shew  a definite  if  not 
considerable  saving.  The  greatest  gain  by  our  present  methods 
is  in  the  direction  of  efficiency.  Complaints  respecting  delays  in 
collection  are  practically  non-existent,  and  for  the  first  time  it 
has  been  possible  for  the  collection  staff  to  meet  the  heavy  winter 
period  without  assistance  by  additional  hired  teamwork. 

Trade  Refuse  continues  to  be  removed  without  any  special 
charge,  and  some  arrangement  is  needed  whereby  trading  premises 
producing  relatively  large  quantities  of  refuse  could  be  required 
to  contribute  to  the  cost  of  collection  and  disposal,  instead  of  the 
whole  cost  falling  on  the  rates,  as  obtains  at  the  present  time. 

A))Out  66  per  cent,  of  the  total  refuse  dealt  with  was  burned 
at  the  Destructor  Works,  where  the  plant  consists  of  a Horsfall 
Destructor  with  four  cells,  staffed  by  a foreman,  four  stokers  and 
two  lal)ourers.  The  calorific  value  of  the  refuse  reduced  is  con- 
siderable, and  is  utilised  for  steam  raising  by  means  of  a Lanca- 
shire boiler  fitted  with  a super-heafer,  the  steam  being  passed  on 
to  the  Electricity  Department.  It  is  felt  that  the  sum  of  £200  per 
annum  which  is  received  for  this  steam  is  not  commensurate  with 
its  true  value,  especially  as  all  the  water  evaporated  and  boiler 
maintenance  costs  have  to  be  met  as  disposal  charges.  Taking 
the  calorific  value  of  the  refuse  as  2,000  British  Thermal  Units  per 
pound,  and  that  of  poor  quality  coal  at  12,000  British  Thermal  Units 
per  pound,  the  6,254  tons  of  refuse  burned  were  equivalent  to  1,042 
tons  of  coal,  which,  at  13s.  6d.  per  ton,  results  in  a fuel  value 
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alone  of  £703  for  the  year.  The  water  charges  alone  against  the 
Destructor  were  £90  13s.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Electricity  De- 
partment claims  that  the  Destructor  steam  lacks  sufficient  super- 
heat and  is  Jtoo  fluctuating  in  supply  to  be  of  greater  value  than 
the  sum  they  pay.  It  is  very  unfortunate  that  these  difficulties 
cannot  be  overcome  in  such  a way  as  to  result  in  the  steam  earning 
a larger  income. 

Disposal  of  clinker  continues  to  be  a heavy  charge  on  the 
Destructor  Works.  During  the  year  1,553  tons  of  clinkers  Mere 
delivered  to  the  SeMerage  Works  at  a cost  of  £207  11s.  6d.,  and 
utilised  for  mortar  manufacture.  The  Destructor  Works  receives 
no  share  of  any  profits  Mhich  accrue  from  this  manufacturing  pro- 
cess, to  M’hich  it  supplies  and  delivers  raM'  material. 


MONTHLY  TABLE. 
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TABLE  iV. 

COLLECTION  OF  REFUSE. 


EXPENDITURE. 

Year  ended 

31.12.28. 

Year  ended 

31.12.29. 

Total. 

Transport. 

Total 

Transport. 

Freighter 

Horse 

Freighter 

Horse 

£ 

£ s 

d 

£ 

s 

d 

£ 

s 

d 

£ 

s 

d 

£ s 

d 

Wages 

2608 

560  19 

0 

2047 

1 

0 

2666 

4 

0 

611 

17 

4 

2054  6 

8 

Teamv/ork  

834 

834 

0 

0 

8.34 

19 

8 

8.34  19 

8 

Contribn.  Supern 

103 

18  1 

4 

84 

18 

8 

94 

4 

9 

38 

0 

0 

56  4 

9 

Natl.  Health  Ins.  ...  > 

43 

15 

4 

9 

17 

0 

33  18 

4 

Unemp.  Ins i 

49 

16  0 

0 

33 

0 

0 

7 

1 

4 

1 

19 

0 

5 3 

4 

Workmen’s  Comp.  Ins. 

28 

9 0 

0 

19 

0 

0 

28 

0 

0 

9 

0 

0 

19  0 

0 

Tools  and  Sundries 

12 

4 0 

oi 

8 

0 

0 

17 

2 

6 

7 

7 

6 

9 15 

0 

Coal  and  Coke  



— 

1 

2 

17 

7 

2 

17 

7 

Weighings  

11 

9 

0 

1 

12 

6 

9 16 

6 

Sundry  Expenses  

30 

10  0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

S.D.  Freighter — 

l/5th  Cost  

158 

158  0 

0 

151 

0 

0 

151 

0 

0 

Petrol  and  Oil  \ 

55 

4 

2 

55 

4 

2 

Repairs  

29 

7 

6 

29 

7 

6 

Tools  and  Sundries  ^ 

72 

72  0 

0 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Insurance  

6 

12 

8 

6 

12 

8 

Licence  j 

26 

0 

0 

26 

0 

0 

Total  Expenditure 

3894 

848  0 

4 

3045 

19 

8 

3981 

6 

1 

958 

2 

10 

3023  3 

3 

Total  weight  of  refuse 

collected  

UNKNOWN. 

9461  tons 

25.38  tons 

692.3  tons 

Cost  per  ton  of  refuse 

collected  

1 

UNKNOWN. 

8/5d. 

7/6 Jd. 

8 8|d. 

DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE. 


EXPENDITURE. 


Wages 

Teamwork  i 

Contribn.  Supern 

Natl.  Health  Ins.  ...  I 

Unemp.  Ins 

Workmen’s  Comp.  Ins 

Rates  ... 

Tax  

Boiler  Insurance  ... 

Water  

Electricity  

Plant  repairs  

Oil.  tools  and  sundries 

Rent  of  tips  | 

Rent  of  Auty’s  tip  j 

Total  Expenditure  

Total  weight  of  refuse 

disposed  

Cost  (gross)  per  ton  of 
refuse  disposed 


Year  ended  31.12.28. 


Year  ended  31.12.29. 


Total. j 

Incinern  ! 

Tipping 

Total 

Incinern. 

Tipping 

£ i 

£ 

s 

d 

1 £ 

s 

d 

£ 

8 

d 

£ 

s 

d 

£ 

s 

d 

1702 

1581 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1717 

4 

10 

1593 

4 

10 

124 

0 

0 

204 

204 

0 

0 

j 121 

183 

12 

8 

188 

12 

8 

54 

1 54 

0 

0 

1 

52 

0 

0 

52 

0 

0 

22 

22 

0 

0 

15 

12 

0 

13 

13 

0 

2 

13 

4 

1 

3 

0 

1 

19 

0 

8 

! 8 

0 

O! 

10 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

1 

10 

4 

212 

212 

0 

0 

228 

17 

6 

210 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

41 

41 

0 

0 

41 

0 

0 

41 

0 

0 

28 

17 

6 

3 

3 

0 

0 

1 

2 

14 

11 

2 

14 

11 

96 

96 

0 

0 

1 

90 

13 

0 

90 

13 

0 

26 

26 

0 

0 

26 

1 

2 

26 

1 

2 

131 

131 

0 

0 

73 

18 

7 

73 

18 

7 

18 

18 

0 

0 

30 

17 

0 

26 

9 

0 

4 

8 

0 

22 

22 

0 

0 

36 

5 

0 

36 

5 

0 

1 

6 

15 

0 

6 

15 

0 

2539 

2396 

0 

0 

143 

0 

0 

2523 

5 

0 

2327  10 

2 

205 

14 

10 

1 

UNKNOWN. 

9461  tons 

6254  tons 

3207  tons 

UNKNOWN. 

5/4d. 

7/5id. 

l/3id. 
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DISPOSAL  or  REFUSE  (Continued). 


INCOME. 

Year  ended  31.12.28. 

Year  ended  31.12.29. 

Total. 

Incinern.  i 

Tipping 

Total  1 Incinern.  1 Tipping 

Use  of  steam  

Gale  of  scrap  metal  ... 

Proportion  of  wages 
and  other 

Total  Income  

Net  cost  of  Disposal  & 
Destruction  of  refuse 

Total  weight  of  Refuse 
disposed  

Net  cost  of  Disposal 
per  ton 

200 

1() 

131 

200  1 
10  1 

20 

105 

200  0 0 
29  10  0 

96  15  0 

200  0 0 
29  16  0 

27  9 2 

09  5 10 

347 

242 

105 

326  11  0 

257  5 2 

69  5 10 

2192 

2154 

38 

2196  14  0 

2070  5 0 

136  9 0 

UNKNOWN 

9461  tons 

6254  tons 

3207  tons 

UNKNOWN 

4/8^d. 

6/7id. 

lOd. 

SUMMARY. 

1928.  1929. 

IVoight  of  refuse  collected Unknown  9461  tons, 

Weijj,ht  of  refuse  collected  per  house  ...  Unknown  19,08  cwts. 
Weight  of  refuse  collected  per  1,000  of 

population  Unknown  273.83  tons. 

Net  cost  of  collection  of  refuse £3,894  £3,981 

Net  cost  of  disposal  of  refuse  ; £2,192  £2,196 

Net  cost  of  collection  of  refuse  per  ton  ...  Unknown  8/5d. 

Net  cost  of  disposal  of  refuse  per  ton  ...  Unknown  4/8|d. 

Net  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  of 

refuse  per  ton Unknown  13/ Id. 

Average  distance  of  haul 1 mile  1 mile. 
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WORK  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTORS  UNDER  ARTICLE  19 
(12)  OF  THE  SANITARY  OFFICERS’  ORDER,  1922. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  YEAR  1929. 


Total  Number  of  Inspections  made  ... 

10,390 

Details: — 

Primary 

Re-inspections. 

Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 

Day. 

Evening. 

Day.  Evening 

Reg 

60 

— 

470 

2 

Notifiable  and  Other  Diseases  ... 

2593 

441 

14 

— 

Verminous  and  dirty  houses 

172 

— 

107 

— 

Inspections  re  sanitary  defects 

901 

— 

1996 

— 

Re  overcrowding  

23 

— 

26 

— 

Common  Lodging  Houses  

3 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  and  Workshops,  etc. 

73 

— 

12 

— 

Bakehouses  

70 

— 

11 

— 

Smoke  Observations  

183 

— 

— 

— 

Drains  tested,  etc 

420 

— 

76 

— 

Re  Swine,  Fowls,  etc 

16 

— 

11 

— 

Stable,  re  Manure  Pits,  etc 

10 

— 

4 

— 

Houses,  re  water  supply  

49 

1 

61 

— 

Offensive  Trades  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Schools,  Cinemas,  etc 

8 

— 

7 

— 

Plots  of  waste  ground,  tips,  etc. 

63 

1 

7 

— 

Re  sewers,  streets,  gullies,  etc. 

27 

— 

2 

— 

Rat  infested  premises  

25 

— 

9 

— 

Slaughterhouses  

Meat,  fruit,  vegetable  and  general 

1088 

72 

— 

— 

provision  shops 

121 

4 

— 

— 

Fried  fish  and  chip  shops  

66 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  cream  premises  

6 

— 

— 

■ — 

Dairies  and  milkshops  

92 

— 

— 

— 

Cowsheds  

182 

— 

— 

— 

Markets 

48 

40 

— 

— 

Samples  of  food  and  drugs  taken 

102 

— 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous  visits,  etc 

481 

53 

80 

— 

Totals  6883  612  2893  2 


Totals  6883  612  2893  2 


Informal  Notices  served  486 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  *526 

Statutory  Notices  served  146 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  110 

Number  of  complaints  received  136 


* The  excess  of  notices  complied  with  over  notices  served  is  due  to 
notices  brought  forward  from  1928  and  complied  with  in  1929. 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

The  leiiiai’ks  in  this  section  are  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tor (Mr.  H.  Hornby),  who ’is  one  of  the  very  few  persons  in 
Yorkshire  possessing  the  Smoke  Inspector’s  Certificate  of  the 
lloyal  Sanitary  Institute. 

The  position  in  relation  to  smoke  abatement  having  been  set 
forth  at  length  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1928,  it  is  proposed  to 
refer  only  ])riefly  to  it  in  this  report. 

The  pressure  of  work  arising  from  smallpox  prevented  the 
attention  being  given  which  the  subject  merits. 

The  number  of  observations  taken  was  190  as  against  455  for  the 
previous  year.  Engineers  and  firemen  were  interviewed  on  13 
occasions  and  9 notices  were  forwarded  to  offending  firms. 

A distinct  step  forward  was  made  when  a class  for  stokers 
was  formed  at  the  Batley  Technical  College,  for  it  may  be  stated 
with  conviction  that  if  stokers  generally  understood  and  applied 
in  their  work  the  i^rinciples  of  combustion,  also  if  many  of  the 
unnecessarily  long  furnaces  were  reduced  to  four  and  a half  feet, 
the  problem  of  industrial  smoke  in  Batley  would  be  nearing  solu- 
tion to  a very  large  degree. 

Domestic  smoke  continues  to  be  the  greatest  and  most  constant 
offender  against  atmospheric  purity,  and  no  remedy  can  be  hoped 
for  until  public  opinion  awakens  to  the  damage  and  loss  it  suffers 
through  a smoke  polluted  atmosphere  and  to  the  pressing  need 
for  clean,  imre  air,  at  work  or  play,  for  every  inhabitant.  Fur- 
ther, smokeless  fuel  must  be  available  at  a price  cheaper  than 
coal  before  it  can  be  expected  to  displace  the  latter  as  domestic 
fuel. 

Irritation  of  the  lungs,  damage  to  vegetation,  buildings  and 
fabrics,  and  causation  of  smoke  fogs  resulting  in  respiratory  com- 
plaints among  the  people,  have  long  been  identified  as  the  dis- 
astrous legacies  inflicted  upon  an  indifferent  public  by  the  misuse 
of  raw  coal  as  a fuel. 

Medical  science  is  accumulating  a vast  amount  of  evidence  on 
other  aspects  of  the  problem. 

For  instance,  it  is  being  i^u'oved  conclusively  that  the  ultra- 
violet or  short  light  rays  from  the  sun  play  an  immense  part  in 
the  promotion  of  health  and  well-being  and  that  an  absence  of 
these  rays  contributes  as  a definite  cause  of  rickets  in  children, 
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whilst  the  same  rays  have  been  applied  as  one  of  the  most  useful 
among  curative  agents  for  this  complaint. 

Smoke  suspended  in  the  air  cuts  off  to  a tremendous  degree 
the  ultra-violet  jays  of  the  sun  from  an  industrial  town. 

It  is  thought  that  much  good  might  be  done  if  the  public  were 
made  aware  by  the  publication  of  comparative  figures  shewing 
the  extent  to  which  various  localities  are  robbed  of  actinic  light 
by  smoke  pollution. 

An  inexpensive  measuring  appliance  now  being  increasingly 
used  takes  the  form  of  a quai'tz  tube  containing  acetone  methylene 
blue.  This  is  exposed  for  24  hours  and  by  reduction  of  colour 
indicates,  when  compared  with  a table  of  standard  tints,  the 
actinic  value  of  the  light  obtaining  in  the  locality  where  the  test 
is  conducted.  The  results  are  far  more  valuable  than  those  given 
by  a sunshine  recorder. 

As  the  apparatus  is  cheap  and  the  information  to  be  gained 
useful,  we  might  with  advantage  inaugurate  a system  of  testing 
and  recording  light  values  in  Batley. 

The  accompanying  table  of  smoke  observations  shews  satis- 
factory results  so  far  as  a casual  check  on  a particular  chimney 
for  a limited  number  of  minutes  will  indicate. 

Slackness  in  trade  has  no  doubt  had  a great  influence  gener- 
ally, as  there  will  have  been  a fall  in  the  number  of  furnaces  in 
operation. 
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SMOKE  OBSERVATIONS,  1929. 


Number  of 

Chimneys.  Observations. 


Albion  Mill  2 

Anchor  Mill 4 

Batley  Corporation — 

Electricity  Works  ...  8 


Public  Baths  1 

Batley  Colliery  Co T 

Batley  Co-oj:).  Slaughter- 


house   2 

Bankfoot  Mill  8 

Bankfoot  Foundry  Co.,  Ltd.  4 

Brighton  Mill  1 

Blakeridge  Mill  5 

Bottoms  Mill — 

(low  chimney)  6 

(tall  chimney)  4 

Branch  Boad  Mill 5 

Brookroyd  Mill  7 


Carlinghow  Mill  (Burrows)  1 
Carlinghow  Lane  Mill  ...  1 

Carpet  Works,  Bradford  Rd.  I 


Carr  Top  Mill  2 

Chapel  Fold  Mill  4 

Cheapside  Mill  6 

Clerk  Green  Mill  4 

Croft  Lane  Flock  Mill  ...  2 

Dale  Street  Mill  1 

Dock  Tng  Mill  2 

Fountains  Mill — 

(low  chimney)  2 

(tall  chimney)  2 

Hick  Lane  Mill 7 

Hick  Well  Mill  6 

Highfield  Mill  6 

Ideal  Pipe  Works  1 

Lady  Ann  Mill  1 


Av.  mins. 

Av.  mins.  of  dense 
of  dense  other  than 
black  smoke  black  smoke 


calculated  calculated 
upon  obser-  upon  obser- 


Total  mins. 
Observations. 

vations 

taken. 

vations 

taken. 

60 

.50 

Nil. 

120 

.25 

1.25 

218 

1.00 

Nil. 

30 

Nil. 

Nil. 

30 

2.. 50 

Nil. 

60 

Nil. 

Nil. 

240 

1.18 

Nil. 

120 

1.50 

.37 

30 

.50 

Nil. 

150 

.10 

Nil. 

180 

.33 

.83 

120 

.50 

Nil. 

150 

Nil. 

Nil. 

210 

.57 

.13 

30 

Nil. 

Nil. 

30 

1.00 

Nil. 

30 

Nil. 

5.00 

60 

.50 

.50 

120 

.25 

.12 

180 

.58 

Nil. 

120 

Nil. 

Nil. 

60 

Nil. 

1.00 

30 

Nil. 

.50 

60 

.75 

Nil. 

60 

1.50 

Nil. 

60 

Nil. 

Nil. 

210 

2.57 

Nil. 

180 

Nil. 

Nil. 

180 

.58 

.33 

30 

Nil. 

Nil. 

30 

LOO 

Nil, 
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SMOKE  OBSERVATIONS  (Continued). 

Av.  mins. 
Av.  mins.  of  dense 
of  dense  other  than 
black  smoke  black  smoke 
calculated  calculated 
upon  obser-  upon  obser- 
Number  of  Total  Mins.  vations  vations 

Chimneys.  Observations.  Observations.  taken.  taken. 


Little  Orme  Mill 

. ...  6 

Livingstone  Mill  ...  . 

3 

New  Ing  Mill  

Old  Mill 

3 

Park  Lane  Mill  

4 

Perkins  Oil  Works  .. 

. ...  1 

Printworks 

8 

Providence  Mill — 

(Bradford  Boad)  1 

(Smithies  Moor  Lane)  6 

Providence  Mill,  Staincliffe  4 

Queen  Street  Mill  5 

Ridings  Mill  3 

Spafield  Mill  2 

Spring  Mill  4 

Springwell  Mill  2 

Staincliffe  Low  Mill  ...  4 

Talbot  St.  Reed  Works  -5 

Textile  Machine  Works  ...  1 

Valley  Mill  (metal  chimney)  1 
Victoria  Mill,  Batley  Carr  2 
Victoria  Mill,  Carlinghow  2 

Victoria  Oil  Works  1 

Warwick  Rd.  Brickworks  1 

Wensleydale  Mill  7 

Total  No.  of  Observations  190 


180 

Nil. 

Nil. 

90 

.66 

.66 

210 

.07 

.50 

90 

.33 

Nil. 

120 

.75 

Nil. 

30 

Nil. 

Nil. 

240 

2.18 

.50 

30 

Nil. 

Nil. 

180 

.16 

.25 

120 

Nil. 

Nil. 

135 

1.20 

Nil. 

67 

2.33 

Nil. 

60 

Nil. 

Nil. 

120 

Nil. 

1.12 

60 

1.50 

Nil. 

120 

Nil. 

.25 

150 

.20 

Nil. 

30 

Nil. 

Nil. 

30 

Nil. 

Nil. 

60 

1.75 

Nil. 

60 

.50 

Nil. 

30 

1.00 

Nil. 

30 

Nil. 

Nil. 

210 

.57 

.13 
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PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYE  LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES— 

No.  of  houses,  2;  keepers,  2;  lTispec,tions,  3. 

The  number  of  inspections  shewn  above  does  not  represent  the 
total  visits  made,  as  frequent  inspections  were  made  by  officers 
engaged  on  infectious  disease  duty,  and  such  work  is  recorded 
under  that  heading. 

In  consequence  of  the  continuance  of  Smallpox  during  the 
year,  the  keepers  were  required  to  observe  strictly  the  practice 
of  handing  in  daily  to  the  Public  Health  Department  a statement 
shewing  the  names  of  all  lodgers  and  the  town  or  other  place 
nhich  each  last  slept  in.  xYttention  was  given  to  all  new  arrivals 
from  outside  the  disliict,  and  in  this  way  proper  control  was 
maintained.  No  case  of  infectious  disease  during  the  year  was 
found  to  have  any  connection  with  the  lodging  houses  in  the  town. 

As  regards  the  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  two  premises, 
l)oth  are  only  pool’,  though  in  one  ease  the  good  management  of 
the  keepei’,  combined  with  a high  standard  of  cleanliness,  com- 
pensates for  many  constructional  deficiencies.  Both  houses  are 
small  concerns,  consisting  of  five  sleeping  rooms  capable  of  accom- 
modating 46  lodgers  in  the  one  case  and  wiXh  four  sleeping  rooms 
holding  21  lodgers  in  the  other.  Each  house  has  separate  day  room 
facilities,  a town’s  water  supply  and  sanitary  conveniences  out- 
side the  buildings. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES— 

There  are  13  premises,  one  less  than  last  year,  the  old  regis- 
tered slaughter  house  situate  in  Old  Mill  Lane  and  formerly  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  Frank  Sheard,  having  been  voluntarily  closed.  The 
number  of  inspections  during  the  year  was  1,160. 

Some  difficulty  arose  in  correcting  the  registers  as  to  the  classi- 
fication of  the  slaughterhouses  in  the  town  between  the  three 
categories  ‘‘  registered,”  “ licensed  prior  to  1890,”  and  annually 
licensed.”  In  consequence  the  Corporation  set  up  a special  corn- 
riittee  to  investigate  the  history  and  period  of  occupation  of  every 
slaughterhouse  in  the  town,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Committee’s 
linuings  will  result  in  the  register  being  put  on  a proper  and 
accurate  basis. 
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The  poor  condition  and  lack  of  general  suitability  of  our  local 
slaughterhouses  was  fully  reported  on  pages  36  and  37  of  the 
Annual  Reports  for  1927  and  1928  lespectively  and  periodically 
during  the  last  twenty  years.  The  adverse  comments  and  sug- 
gestions therein  made  equally  apply  to-day. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES— 

Number  of  Premises  3.  Inspections  included  in  visits  to 
Slaughterhouses.  Processes  carried  on  are  Tripe  Boiling,  Fat 
Rendering  and  Gut  Scraping. 

During  the  year  definite  steps  were  taken  to  widen  the  scope 
of  existing  powers  to  deal  with  certain  offensive  trades  not  in- 
cluded in  the  earlier  enactments. 

Section  51  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  hav- 
ing previously  been  adopted,  the  Town  Council  at  its  meeting  on 
Thursday,  the  2nd  of  May,  1929,  confirmed  a resolution  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee,  as  follows  ^ — 

“ That  the  Town  Clerk  be  instructed  to  take  necessary  steals 
for  the  making  of  Bye-laws  in  the  form  of  the  Ministry  of  Health’s 
Model,  for  the  regulation  of  the  following  Offensive  Trades,  name- 
ly the  trades,  businesses  or  manufactures  of  a blood  drier,  tanner, 
leather  dresser,  fat  melter  or  fat  extractor,  glue  maker,  size  maker, 
gut  scraper  and  fish  frier,  being  the  several  trades  mentioned  in 
the  Borough  of  Batley  (Offensive  Trades)  Confirmation  Order, 
1928.” 

These  Bye-laws  will  materially  assist  the  Department  in  ob- 
taining improvement  in  various  premises  which  previously  could 
not  be  conformed  to  any  definite  sanitary  standard  through  lack 
of  the  necessary  legal  powers.  For  many  years  the  Medical  Offi- 
cer of  Health  has  urged  the  Committee  to  take  this  step.  It  is 
now  possible  to  say  the  .town  is  on  a level  with  its  neighbours  in 
this  respect. 


COWSHEDS— 

Number  of  cowsheds  33 

Number  of  cows  258 

Number  of  cowkeepers  18 


Numbei*  of  cowkeepers  who  are  milk  purveyors  8 

Number  of  purveyors  with  premises  inside  the  Borough  43 
Number  of  purveyors  with  premises  outside  the  Borough  31 
Inspections  made  182 
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It  is  aj^ain  reported  with  regret  that  much  work  is  still  needed 
before  the  cowsheds  and  dairy  i)reniises  in  the  .town  have  been 
elevated  to  that  desirable  condition  dictated  by  modern  sanitary 
requirements.  Smallpox  interfered  seriously  with  the  attempts 
of  the  Department  to  give  such  attention  as  the  matter  needs. 
Some  progress  has,  however,  been  made  considering  the  difficult 
circumstances  in  which  we  have  laboured. 

At  one  farm  plans  have  been  approved  for  the  construction  of 
a new  dairy  and  improvements  to  lighting,  ventilation,  drainage 
and  pavements.  At  two  others,  the  cowsheds  are  to  be  entirely 
re-constructed,  and  one  new  d^^d'y  built  when  the  cows  are  next 
turned  out  foi*  the  summer  season.  At  a third  there  is  a statutory 
notice  in  force  to  improve  lighting,  ventilation,  drainage  and  pave- 
ments. 

WTiite  Lea  Farm  offers  the  greatest  difficulty,  as  the  premises 
are  so  dilapidated  and  unsuitable  that  there  appears  to  be  no 
alternative  to  demolition  and  provision  of  new  buildings.  Efforts 
to  get  the  Owner  and  Occupier  to  conclude  a suitable  arrange- 
ment so  that  the  improvements  may  be  effected  have  not  yet  met 
with  complete  success.  Both  have  been  warned  that  after  a 
reasonable  period  has  been  allowed  to  give  them  the  opportunity 
of  moving  voluntarily,  the  Corporation  will  be  bound  in  the  public 
interest  to  enforce  either  abolition  or  improvement,  that  is,  if 
reasonable  sanitary  demands  cannot  be  conformed  fo  without 
recourse  to  such  procedure. 

DAIRIES  AND  MILKSHOP8— 

Number  on  Register  ...  45.  Itispections  92 

Many  of  the  above  premises  comprise  grocei  s and  other  shops, 
where  milk  is  sold  in  sealed  bottles  only.  Difficulty  often  arises 
through  small  tradesmen  acting  in  ignorance  and  commencing  to 
sell  bottled  milk  without  applying  to  the  Corporation  to  be  regis- 
tered as  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk. 

ICE  CREAM  PREMISES— 

Number  of  premises  ...  24.  Inspections  G 

Number  of  premises  discontinued  2 

The  efforts  of  the  jmst  few  years  to  deal  with  this  class  of 
food  prepai’ation  may  l)e  said  to  have  been  highly  successful,  and 
it  is  generally  observed  throughout  the  town  that  ice  cream  for 
sale  must  not  be  made  in  dwellinghouses  or  other  unsuitable  places. 
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Vendors  invariably  seek  the  advice  and  approval  of  the  De- 
partment before  commencing  to  make  ice  cream  in  anj^  place  which 
has  not  before  ))een  approved.  In  no  case  during  the  year  was 
any  complaint  received  of  the  quality  of  the  commodity  sold,  nor 
was  .the  article  ever  under  suspicion  as  to  the  cause  of  any  sickness 
locally. 

FKIED  FISH  SHOPS. 

Number  of  premises  59.  Inspections  G6 

Number  of  premises  improved  9 

These  lousinesses  being  now  a scheduled  offensive  trade  and  the 
Town  Council  having  adopted  suitable  Bye-laws,  it  will  in  future 
be  possible  to  deal  with  many  which  have  been  unsatisfactory  for 
years. 

It  will  be  necessary  for  all  new  entrants  into  the  trade  to  obtain 
.the  written  consent  of  the  Corporation  before  a proposed  business 
is  established.  It  is  expected  that  the  exercise  of  due  discretion 
by  the  Public  Health  Committee  in  dealing  with  a])plications  will 
result  in  the  necessary  consent  being  granted  only  to  the  better 
type  of  tradesmen  ])roposing  to  occupy  suitable  premises.  By 
such  a policy  in  dealing  with  newcomers,  and  the  application  of 
the  provisions  of  the  new  Bye-laws  to  all  existing  premises,  a 
distinct  step  forward  will  have  been  taken  to  ensure  that  this 
valuable  and  nutritious  food  is  i)repared  for  sale  exclusively  in 
premises  of  unquestioned  sanitary  fitness. 

BAKEHOUSES— 

Number  of  premises 34.  Inspections 81 

Number  of  premises  improved  15 

More  attention  was  given  to  this  class  of  premises  than  in  for- 
mer years.  As  a result  there  has  been  an  improvement  in  the 
condition  of  bakehouses  generally  throughout  the  town.  It  was 
badly  needed. 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

There  have  been  34  inspections  of  rat  infested  premises,  result- 
ing in  the  necessary  action  being  taken  by  occupiers. 

The  comparative  freedom  of  the  town  from  rat  infestation  did 
not  justify  an  intensive  campaign  during  National  Rat  Week,  1929. 

Advertisements  inserted  in  the  local  Press  inviting  complaints 
to  the  Department  during  the  week  mentioned  only  resulted  in 
one  premises  being  reported,  and  in  this  case  the  trouble  was 
of  minor  character.  An  article  on  rats  and  their  dangers  was 
written  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  appeared  in  the  local 
Press. 
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MISCELLANEOUS— 

There  has  been  no  need  during  the  year  to  register  any  dwell- 
ings as  Houses-let-in-Lodgings,  though  Bye-laws  are  in  force  in 
the  Borough.  . The  Bye-laws  with  respect  to  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 
and  similar  structures  used  for  human  habitation  continue  to  be 
most  useful. 

As  regards  Underground  Sleeping  Rooms,  the  Regulations 
adopted  in  1927  may  be  placed  amongst  those  resulting  in  the 
greatest  practical  service  to  that  section  of  the  inhabitants  living 
under  the  least  desirable  conditions,  that  is,  so  far  as  amenities 
influencing  health  are  concerned.  These  regulations  act  as  a 
definite  standard  to  work  by  when  improvements  are  being  indicat- 
ed to  owners,  and  in  this  sense  they  exert  a real  influence  for 
good,  where  it  is  most  wanted,  in  an  informal  and  unobtrustive 
manner. 

ARRANUEMENTS  FOR  DISPOSAL  OF  THE  DEAD— 

The  Batley  Cemetery,  owned  by  the  Corporation,  is  sufficient 
for  immediate  requirements.  Cremation,  which  is  the  most 
hygienic  method  of  disposal  of  the  dead,  is  making  much  progress 
in  this,  and  other,  countries.  In  any  extension  of  facilities  in 
the  future  this  method,  which  is  of  great  antiquity,  should  have 
consideration,  in  addition  to  other  ideas. 

SCHOOLS— 

The  hygiene  of  schools  is  referred  to  in  the  Annual  Report  for 
1929  of  the  School  Medical  Officer.  The  total  cost  to  the  rates 
during  1929  of  the  Batley  School  Medical  Service  was  one  and 
one-fifth  of  a penny  in  the  pound  according  to  figures  prepared 
by  the  Borough  Treasurer.  If  the  Wilton  Park  School  is  included, 
together  with  the  salaries  of  teachers  employed  there,  the  total 
cost  is  less  than  2d.  in  the  £ ou.t  of  a rate  of  17s.  6d.  in  the  £. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION— 

In  the  1927  and  1928  Annual  Reports  reference  is  made  to  this 
subject.  The  recommendation  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
that  the  Corporation  purchase  approved  literature  for  free  dis- 
tribution in  Batley,  as  is  customary  in  many  towns  having  been 
refused,  other  arrangements  were  made.  The  following  remarks 
are  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  H.  Hornby,  who  is  the 
honorary  local  editor  and  writes,  for  publication  each  month  in 
the  magazine,  an  article  of  distinct  value  well  worth  reading  by 
those  who  are  interested  in  the  health  of  themselves  and  the 
community.  Mr.  Hornby  says:— 
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The  Public  Health  Department  of  to-day  which  does  not  use 
the  written  word  to  give  instruction  in  matters  of  health  to  its 
public,  is  not  only  neglecting  a valuable  opportunity,  Init  is  actu- 
ally crippling  its  own  labours,  for  the  real  work  achieved  will 
always  result  from  the  good  habits  and  voluntary  efforts  of  the 
many  rather  than  the  unwilling  compliance  of  the  few. 

Obviously  the  best  Avay  of  reaching  the  public  is  by  matter 
written  in  a non-technical  way  and  suited  to  appeal  to  the  popular 
reader.  To  this  end,  the  Department  has  received  and  distributed 
since  March,  1929,  one  thousand  copies  monthly  of  “ Better 
Health,’'  a journal  controlled  by  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education  set  up  by  the  Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

The  Batley  edition  is  printed  and  published  without  any  cost 
to  the  Town  Council,  and  its  continuance  is  dependent  on  the 
generous  support  of  local  and  other  advertisers. 

In  addition  to  the  excellent  matter  on  various  health  topics 
which  appears  month  by  month  in  the  general  body  of  the  journal, 
the  Department  is  allotted  space  wherein  subjects  si)ecially  applic- 
able to  local  circumstances  are  discussed  and  explained.  Thus, 
the  opportunity  was  given  during  1929  to  put  ])ef()re  the  local 
public  the  health  aspects  of  the  following  subjects  : — 

General  objects  of  health  education. 

Food,  and  the  effects  of  organisms  thereon. 

The  value  of  a pure  water  supply. 

Domestic  ventilation : Dangers  of  impure  air. 

Certified  milk : reasons  for  high  quality  : Freedom  from  dirt 
and  tubercular  contamination. 

Milk,  dirt,  souring  and  connection  of  organisms  therewith. 

Canned  foods  : Advantages  and  dangers. 

Drains  and  sanitary  appliances : Objects  and  ijiflucncc  on 
public  health. 

Dogs  and  their  obligations  to  the  health  of  the  community. 

The  domestic  smoke  nuisance  : Extent,  dangers  and  how  to 
minimise. 

The  experience  gained  over  the  period  dining  which  Better 
Health  ” has  been  published  in  Batley,  goes  to  shew  that  the  book 
is  appreciated,  and  interested  readers  include  members  of  every 
section  of  the  community.  As  evidence  of  this  it  is  worth  re- 
cording that,  although  no  charge  is  made,  a tram  driver  recently 
entered  the  Public  Health  Department  and,  i)lacing  twojicnce  on 
the  counter,  demanded  a copy  of  “ Better  Health.’’  That  is  the 
sort  of  spirit  which  should  certainly  be  encouraged  and  catered  for. 
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“ As  a result  of  improved  popular  education  there  is,  as  one 
author  puts  it,  a more  teachable  type  in  the  world.”  A dis- 
cerning Public  Health  Department  will,  therefore,  endeavour  to 
harness  a knowledge  of  sound  health  principles  to  this  advanced 
state  of  public  intelligence  and  thus  create  the  highest  condition 
of  public  health  by  getting  every  individual  to  observe  those 
hundred  and  one  little  but  important  health  principles  by  sheer 
force  of  educated  conviction.” 

It  is  hoped  that  in  .the  future  the  Public  Health  Committee 
may  take  an  interest  in  this  matter. 

RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911  and  1928— 

No  samples  were  taken  during  the  year. 


I ACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  19ai. 

1.  INSPECTION 

of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector  or 
Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

(1) 

1 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

(4) 

FACTORIES 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

6 

i 

i 1 i 

— 

WORKSHOPS 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

139 

i 26 

! — 

WORKPLACES 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

15 

7 

1 

Total 

160 

34 

1 
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2.  DEFECTS  FOUND, 
in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


i 

i 

i 

Number  of 
Defects. 

i 

1 

: c -2 

S o 

Particulars. 

1 : 

.22 

>». 

S' 

' Ur  M 

(:) 

1 3 

(2) 

C 

a. 

: PS 

1 (3) 

i I 

; i 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
Want  of  Cleanliness  

7 

7 

j 

Want  of  Ventilation 

2 

, 2 

Overcrowding  

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors  

Other  Nuisances  

i 

1 

20 

15 

1 

I 1 

1 

Sanitary  Accommodation .. 

/ insufficient  ... 

1 unsuitable  or 
defective  . . . 

1 

i « 

5 

i i 

1 not  separate 

1 for  sexes 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 

1 

i 

i j 

I 

i ■ 

i j 

! ■ ; 

Act. 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  Bake- 
house (S.  101) 

Other  Offences  

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork 
and  offences  under  the  Sections  men- 
tioned in  the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  (Factories  and  Workshops  ’ 
Transfer  of  Powers)  Order,  1921)  

j 1 

1 

i 

1 

Total 

i 

j 

1 

35  j 

29  , 

j 

1 

Number  of  offences  in 

respect  to  which  prose- 

cutions were  instituted. 
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HOUSING. 

Nuinher  of  New  Houses  erected  during?  the  year: — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  ). 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 


(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  None 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 25 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  hous- 
ing defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  1006 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (including  under  sub-head 

(1)  above),  which  were  inspec.ted  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  60 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  19 

(4)  Num])er  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  l)e  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  1077 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service  of  for- 

mal notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  948 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year : — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 


notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  79 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  54 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 


declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  Nil. 
B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 


remedied  59 

(2)  Number  of  dw^elling-houses  in  which  defects  w^ere 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  *77 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 
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C.  Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1925:— 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  19 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  17 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  * determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit 2 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  1 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu- 
ance of  Demolition  Orders  1 


On  December  31st,  1929,  the  number  of  waiting  applicants  for 
Corporation  houses  was  two. 

NOTE. — * The  excess  of  Notices  complied  with  over  Notices 
served  is  due  to  notices  brought  forward  from  1928  and  complied 
with  in  1929. 

There  are  more  than  three  thousand  back-to-back  houses  in 
the  town.  Some  are  on  a higher  standard  than  others,  but  many 
are  in  bad  condition,  due  to  lack  of  ventilation,  dampness,  insuffi- 
cient lighting,  and  general  need  of  repairs.  The  worst  are  re- 
ported to  the  Public  Health  Committee  as  occasion  arises,  and 
a number  have  been  represented  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
as  unfit  for  habitation.  It  is  not  unusual  to  hear  two  remarks  in 
this  connection — (a)  “ If  houses  are  closed  rateable  value  is  lost,” 
and  (b)  You  cannot  close  houses  and  turn  the  people  into  the 
street.”  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  Council  is  the  guardian 
of  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  and  through  the  agency  of  their 
officers  a duty  is  placed  upon  them  under  the  Housing  Acts  passed 
by  various  Governments  during  the  last  fifty  years  or  thereabouts. 
It  is  common  to  hear  complaints  about  the  requirements  specified 
in  notices  served  upon  the  owners  of  property  calling  upon  them 
to  remedy  defects.  Only  recently  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
was  followed  into  a shop  (when  engaged  in  taking  samples  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts)  by  a property  owner,  who  threatened 
him  because  of  action  taken  in  respect  of  certain  property,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  an  architect  engaged  by  the  owner  to 
report  upon  this  property  had  advised  that  nothing  could  be  done 
to  repair  it  and  demolition  was  urgently  necessary. 
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Ai'tioii  takon  I)y  tho  officers  under  the  Housing  Acts  is  in  accord- 
ance with  the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  their 
Housing  Manual,  issued  for  the  guidance  of  local  authorities. 

The  tenants  who  occupy  insanitary  houses  should  not  be  for- 
gotten, Tenants  are  the  bulk  of  the  population  and  pay  rent 
to  live  in  ))remises  which  are  reasonably  fit  for  habitation,  and  at 
least  wind  and  water  tight. 

In  Novemlier;  1919,  the  Corporation  resolved  to  build  500  houses. 
On  December  31st,  1929,  the  number  completed  was  368.  None 
had  been  built  during  the  year,  and  the  Borough  Surveyor  (Mr. 
H.  L.  Hall)  says: — ‘‘With  regard  to  the  Council’s  future  housing 
)rrogramme,  I have  no  intimation  that  the  erection  of  houses  will 
be  proceeded  with  in  the  near  future.” 

On  December  31st,  1929,  there  were  about  two  applicants  for 
Council  h<nises,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  (March,  1930)  several 
houses  are  empty,  and  there  are  no  applicants  other  than  several 
who  require  a certain  type  or  position  of  house  and  will  not  accept 
what  are  available.  It  is  stated  that  the  prevailing  bad  trade 
is  the  cause  of  this  state  of  affairs,  and  it  is  believed,  should  trade 
revive,  a demand  will  arise.  Undoubtedly  the  rents  are  the  cause 
of  many  persons  living  under  conditions  of  overcrowding  not  apply- 
ing for  Corporation  houses,  which,  inclusive  of  rates,  are — scullery 
houses  12/9,  better  type  16/2  per  week. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  Hornby)  has  compiled  a 
portion  of  the  remarks  in  this  section  : — 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY. — There  are  18  producers  of  milk  within 
the  Borough,  but  no  producers  of  graded  milk. 

The  following  licenses  to  sell  graded  milk  in  the  Borough  were 
granted . during  the  year  : — 

Certified  Milk,  12:  Grade  A (T.T.)  Milk,  3;  Grade  A Milk,  2. 

Six  samples  of  Certified  Milk  were  bacteriologicallj-  examined, 
and  all  complied  with  the  high  standard  of  bacterial  purity  re- 
ipiired  by  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1923. 

Of  the  non-graded  milks  seven  samples  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination. 

The  following  table  gives  the  results  of  the  examinations  and 
demonstrates  in  a striking  way  the  superior  bacterial  purity  of 
Certified  Milk  as  compai’ed  with  milk  distributed  in  the  accustomed 
obsolete  fashion  direct  from  the  hand,  can  to  the  consumer. 
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SAMPLES  OF  MILK  BACTERIOLOGICALLY  EXAMINED. 

Certified  and  Grade  A (T.T.)  Milk  must  not  contain  the  germs  of 
tuberculosis  or  filth.  Grade  A Milk  maj’  and  often  does 
contain  tuberculosis. 
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Of  26  samples  of  milk  purchased  from  various  retailers  during 
the  summer  months  and  examined  by  the  sediment  test — that  is, 
estimating  the  general  cleanliness  of  the  amount  of  staining  of  a 
clean  white  cotton  wool  pad  through  which  the  milk  is  forced — 
5 samples  only  were  clean,  8 shewed  slight  staining,  8 definite 
staining  and  5 were  dirty. 
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To  summarise  briefly  the  results  gained  locally  by  the  bacterio- 
logical examinations  and  sediment  tests  of  milk,  Certified  Milk  has 
})rovpd  itself  to  be  consistently  pure,  clean  and  of  high  quality. 
On  the  contrary,  the  unclean  state  of  much  of  the  ordinary  milk 
sold  is  a condition  of  things  which  should  stimulate  the  thoughts 
of  all  who  have  public  interest  and  the  desire  for  absolute  purity 
in  the  community’s  food  supply  at  heart.  The  case  against  the 
familiar  hand  can  and  dipper  measure  has  been  so  abundantly 
proved  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  such  obsolete  methods  and 
appliances  should  be  abolished  and  all  milk  for  sale  closed  and 
sealed  in  hygienic  containers  on  registered  premises  and  delivered 
to  the  consumer  with  seals  intact. 

Pure,  clean  milk  from  healthy  cows,  closed  and  sealed  in  steril- 
ised bottles,  is  available  for  all  who  desire  it  in  Batley,  and  the 
matter  of  securing  an  irreproachable  milk  supply  for  all  simply 
waits  for  the  public  to  observe,  become  informed,  and  assert  itself 
by  demanding  the  right  article  and  shunning  food  which  is  dis- 
tributed in  an  unclean  way. 

The  differences  between  Certified  Milk,  Grade  A (T.T.)  Milk 
and  Grade  A Milk  were  fully  explained  in  the  x\nnual  Report  for 
1927. 

The  idea  still  persists  amongst  the  public  that  milk  sold  in 
bottles  is  all  of  superior  quality.  In  practice  the  non-graded 
bottled  milks  differ  little  from  milk  delivered  from  the  can,  be- 
cause many  of  the  premises  where  bottling  is  carried  out  are  not 
fitted  with  proper  sterilisers  and  modern  appliances.  The  full 
advantages  of  bottling  are  gained  only  where  the  milk  is  collected 
from  the  cows  in  a thoroughly  clean  manner,  then  immediately 
cooled  at  the  farm  and  passed  into  sterilised  bottles,  promptly 
capped  and  sealed.  In  Certified  Milk  only  are  there  guarantees 
that  this  is  the  constant  practice. 

Where  milk  is  sold  in  bottles  the  public  are  advised  to  ask 
the  dealer  to  shew  his  license.  They  should  also  carefully  examine 
the  cap  on  the  bottles  to  make  certain  it  is  one  of  the  graded  milks 
produced  under  licence  and  not  ordinary  milk  poured  into  a bottle 
for  trade  purposes  only.  Complaints  have  been  received  re- 
specting the  practice  of  certain  dealers  bottling  milk  in  the  streets 
and  on  un-registered  premises.  This  is  an  offence  against  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Order.  The  names  and  addresses  of  persons 
licensed  to  sell  graded  milks  in  Batley  during  1929  are  as  follows ; — 
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TERTTFIED  MILK— 

1)i-()(»ke,  William,  72,  Town  Street,  Batley  Carr, 

Cutts,  Elsie,  7,  Branch  Hoad,  Batley. 

CTitts,  Win.  P.,  7,  Branch  Hoad,  Batley. 

Gray,  Bertha,  Holly  Croft  Farm,  Upper  Batley. 

Haley,  George,  15a,  Hegent  Street,  Heckmondwike. 

Leach,  Herbert,  3,  Printworks  Farm,  Batley. 

Popplewell,  Norman,  Owlers  Farm,  Flushdyke,  Ossett. 

Reed,  Edgar,  1,  Purlwell  Lane,  Batley. 

Stidiley,  Ernest,  3,  Charles  Street,  Batley. 

Wilson,  Briecliffe,  11,  Trinity  Street,  Batley  Carr. 

Wood,  Chas.,  48a,  Bradford  Road,  Batley. 

AVorth,  C.  G.,  Leeds  Hoad,  Heckmondwike. 

GHADE  A (TUBERCULIN  TESTED)  MILK— 

Carlton,  David,  52,  Cliffe  Street,  Dewsbury. 

Jessop,  Percy,  503,  Leeds  Road,  Dewsbury. 

Spen  Valley  Dairy,  Savile  Town,  Dewsbury. 

GRADE  A MILK— 

Smith,  Frank,  Navigation  House,  Ravensthorpe,  Dewsbury. 

Squires,  Phyllis,  33,  Owl  Lane,  Shaw  Cross,  Dewsbury. 

Though  many  of  our  local  Cowkeepers  are  prejudiced  by  build- 
ings of  poor  general  fitness,  yet  such  shortcomings  offer  no  excuse 
for  olisolete  methods,  carelessness,  or  even  dirty  habits.  The  ex- 
cellent research  work  done  by  the  Dairying  Sections  of  Agricul- 
tural Colleges  has  proved  that  where  dairy  cows  are  groomed  regu- 
larly, flanks,  buttocks,  udders,  maintained  free  of  adhesions  of 
manure,  manure  removed  regularly,  premises  kept  clean ; also, 
where  the  milkers  are  particular  about  their  hands,  persons,  and 
the  scrupulous  cleanliness  of  all  utensils,  clean  milk  will  result 
preferably  by  such  methods  than  from  .the  mere  state  of  the 
construction  of  buildings  ; that  is,  of  course,  within  limits. 

Efforts  to  get  dairy  farmers  to  adopt  improved  methods  are 
often  met  with  scepticism,  as  many  an  important  detail  appears 
trivial  to  untrained  eyes.  For  instance,  the  matter  of  maintaining 
milking  stools  clean  seems  small,  yet  when  it  is  remembered  that 
the  dairyman  whilst  milking  is  constantly  handling  the  stool,  and 
that  if  the  latter  is  coated  with  cow  dung,  contamination  is  con- 
veyed via  hands  to  the  milk,  it  becomes  clear  that  attention  to  the 
little  detail  often  means  the  difference  between  dirt  and  cleanli- 
ness, which  is  a most  serious  matter. 
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During  .the  year  it  became  necessary  to  prosecute  a local  cow- 
keeper  who,  it  is  regretted  to  report,  not  only  refused  to  avail 
himself  of  advice  on  clean  methods  offered  him  V)y  the  Depart- 
ment, but  was  guilty  of  practices  which  could  only  be  described 
as  filthy.  In  fairness  to  the  defendant  .the  state  of  the  milk  was 
investigated  by  bacteriological  examination,  the  results  of  which 
fully  confirmed  what  had  been  suspected,  namely,  that  a definitely 
dirty  milk,  highly  contaminated  with  cow  dung,  was  being  sold 
from  this  farm. 

The  points  stressed  by  the  prosecution  were  that  within  18  feet 
of  a cowshed  there  was  an  uncovered  manure  pit  containing  about 
133  loads  of  manure,  which  obviously  had  not  been  removed  for  a 
considerable  period,  in  spite  of  a warning  given  the  defendant 
three  months  previously  ; also,  that  on  the  occasion  of  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  visit  to  the  farm  in  September,  milk  was  being 
strained  in  the  cowshed,  the  hands  of  one  milker  were  unclean, 
and  the  milking  stools  were  soiled  with  cow  dung,  all  being  breaches 
of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

The  Magistrates  found  all  the  cases  proved,  and  imposed  fines 
of  twenty  shillings  in  respect  of  the  accumulation  of  manure  and 
ten  shillings  in  each  of  the  three  other  cases,  a total  of  fifty 
shillings. 

If  by  some  happy  circumstance  all  sections  of  the  trade  would 
realise  that  milk  is  perhaps  the  most  important  of  all  foods  and 
act  in  accordance  with  the  high  demands  of  cleanliness  and  care 
which  its  nature  merits,  the  Public  Health  Department  would  often 
be  saved  the  distasteful  duty  of  having  to  apply  pressure  or  take 
legal  proceedings. 
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REPOOTS  or  THE  VETERINARY  INSPECTORS. 

Bankfoot  House,  Batley, 

17th  December,  1929. 

Dr.  Pearce,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Batley. 

Sir, — I have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  a report  of  my 
inspection  (this  month)  of  the  milk  cows  in  the  Borough  of  Batley. 

We  have  a good  type  of  cow  in  the  Borough,  and  from  a tuber- 
cular point  of  view,  the  general  condition  of  the  cows  and  the 
udders  I found  satisfactory.  I found  no  cow  shewing  signs  of 
disease  coming  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order.  The  beasts  are 
satisfactory  and  creditable  to  the  owners. 

Marriott.— An  improvement  in  class  of  cow  kept.  Heifers 
named  in  September  report  much  improved,  two,  however,  low  in 
flesh  but  appear  healthy.  One  beast  unusual  enlargement  in  teat, 
quarter  as  a consequence  deaf.  I presume  an  accident  to  teat. 

Webb. — White  cow  reported  to  me  by  the  Police  (November 
28th),  placed  it  under  1925  Order.  Post-mortem  proved  advanced 
Tuberculosis.  At  May  Inspection  no  clinical  signs  of  Tuberculosis. 
I am  informed  sputum  and  a sample  of  milk  taken.  Owner  hear- 
ing nothing,  one  must  presume  the  result  negative. 

Yours  faithfully, 

GEORGE  WHITEHEAD,  M.R.C.V.S. 


Veterinary  Department, 

County  Hall,  Wakefield, 
20th  March,  1929. 

Dear  Sir, 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

I })eg  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  A.  B.  Kerr,  M.R.C.V.S.,  D.V.S.M., 
Assistant  Veterinary  Officer,  has  on  March  13th,  accompanied  by 
your  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Hornby,  carried  out  an  inspection 
of  the  milch  cows  on  the  registered  milk  producers’  premises  in 
your  Borough. 

Mr.  Kerr  visited  18  farms,  being  one  less  than  on  the  last 
inspection,  and  examined  257  cows,  taking  one  sample  of  milk  for 
bacteriological  examination.  The  health  and  condition  of  the 
cows  are  satisfactory,  no  animal  being  found  which  showed  any 
disease  scheduled  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Order. 
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The  cleunliiiess  of  the  cattle  and  of  the  premises  was  good,  and 
although  many  of  the  sheds  do  not  reach  the  present-day  standard, 
.the  farmers  evidently  try  to  make  the  best  use  of  them. 

Yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)  D.  S.  RABAGLIATI, 

Chief  Veterinary  Officer. 

Bank  Foot  House,  Batley, 

4th  June,  1929. 

Dear  Sir, — I have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  a report  of  my 
inspection  of  milk  cows  in  the  Borough.  Generally  speaking,  we 
have  an  excellent  type  of  milk  cow\  I am  satisfied  with  the 
genei'al  condition  of  the  cows,  if  we  except  Marriott’s,  who  does 
not  ])ride  himself  on  keeping  a good  class  of  cow — at  present  six 
heifers  very  poor  but  ap])ear  to  be  healthy.  On  visiting  this  farm 
I diagnosed  a red  cow  as  suffering  from  a tuberculous  udder  and 
emaciation.  I placed  the  animal  under  the  1925  Ordei’ — on  post- 
mortem proved  a tuberculous  udder,  the  emaciation  due  to  disease 
of  the  small  intestines. 

Visiting  Brown’s  farm  I diagnosed  a red  cow  as  suffering  from 
tuberculosis.  I placed  the  cow  under  the  1925  Order — post-mortem 
proving  an  advanced  case  of  tuberculosis.  This  w^as  a bad  case. 

The  cows’  udders  from  a tubercular  point  of  view  satisfactory. 
We  have  an  indurated  quarter  (no  secretion)^  in  a light  roan  cow’ 
at  Brown’s — I will  keep  this  cow  under  observation  ; also  a sup- 
purating quarter,  Tetley’s,  due  certainly  to  an  accident. 

(5ne  met  with  a few  cases  of  deaf  quarters  (no  secretion),  pro- 
bably due  to  injuries  or  a previous  mastitis. 

Yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)  GEO.  WHITEHEAD,  M.R.C.V.S. 

Be  Marriott’s  case.  It  is  only  just  to  say  Marriott  assures  me 
the  milk  from  this  cow  has  not  been  used  for  human  food. 
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Veterinary  Department, 

County  Hall,  Wakefield, 

4th  October,  1920. 

Dear  Sir, 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

I beg  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  A.  B.  Kerr,  M.B.C.V.S.,  D.V.S.M., 
Assistant  Veterinary  Officer,  has  recently  made  an  inspection  of 
the  cows  on  .the  registered  milk  producers’  premises  in  your  dis- 
trict, accompanied  by  your  Sanitaiy  Inspector,  Mr.  Hornby. 

Mr.  Kerr  visited  18  farms  and  examined  265  cows,  taking  two 
samples  of  milk  and  one  of  expectorate  for  bacteriological  ex- 
amination ; none  of  these,  however,  showed  the  presence  of  tuber- 
culosis. 

He  reports  that  the  health  of  the  cows  was  satisfactory,  and 
no  case  of  scheduled  disease  was  met  with  other  than  one  cow 
affected  with  chronic  mastitis  in  one  quarter.  He  also  reports 
that  the  cleanliness  of  the  cattle  was  satisfactory. 

Yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)  D.  S.  RABAGLIATI, 

Chief  Veterinary  Officer. 

(b)  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Local 
Authority  to  safeguard  the  health  of  persons  living  in  their  area 
by  supervising,  through  its  officers,  the  quality  of  the  food  sold 
to  consumers.  This  duty  is  laid  down  by  certain  Acts  of  Par- 
liament and  Regulations.  The  greatest  difficulty  locally  arises  in 
the  meat  trade.  On  the  one  hand  the  butchers  are  anxious  that 
their  insurance  fund  should  not  be  put  to  expense,  and  on  the 
other  the  officers  of  the  Local  Authority  are  concerned  with  the 
necessity  of  the  public  being  supplied  wholly  with  meat  which 
is  free  from  disease.  Bearing  in  mind,  on  every  occasion,  that 
the  i)ublic  health  is  their  first  consideration,  the  department  en- 
deavours to  cultivate  friendly  relations  with  the  butchers,  and, 
to  a degree,  this  is  more  or  less  successful.  'Hnfortunately  during 
recent  months  the  relationship  has  not  been  so  cordial,  owing  to 
the  necessity  for  the  condemnation  of  a considerable  amount  of 
diseased  meat.  Recently  the  President  of  the  Local  Butchers’ 
Association  (according  to  a report  made  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health)  visited  the  office  and  said  to  the  Senior  Sanitary  In- 
spector, l^Ir.  Hornby,  We  have  got  three  butchers  on  the  Public 
Health  Committee  now,  so  we  shall  not  let  you  do  as  you  like  with 
us.” 
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The  following  remarks  are  by  the  Senior  Sanitaiy  Inspector 
Mr.  H.  Hornby  : — 

The  importance  given  to  this  section  of  Public  Health  work 
(luring  the  past  four  years  has  again  demanded  a great  deal  of 
activity  on  the  part  of  the  Department  to  maintain  the  high  stand- 
ard of  inspection  previously  achieved  and  to  secure  the  quality 
and  wholesomeness  of  all  meat  retailed  in  the  Borough. 

This  work  has  involved  1,160  visits  to  slaughter-houses. 

The  method  of  inspection  continues  to  be  that  laid  down  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  in  Memo.  62  Foods.  The  system,  when 
viewed  in  the  light  of  the  many  difficulties  met  with,  and  remem- 
bering that  it  is  the  one  above  all  others  where  public  and  private 
interests  come  into  conflict,  continues  to  work  satisfactorily. 

Where  friction  has  arisen  during  the  year,  it  has  usually  .come 
about  through  members  of  the  Butchers’  organisation  attempting 
to  cross-examine  the  Inspector  and  dispute-  the  correctness  of  his 
judgment  when  duty  has  called  upon  him  to  condemn,  say,  a whole 
carcase.  It  is  recorded  with  regret  that  on  one  such  occasion  a 
Butchers’  representative  so  forgot  himself  as  to  accompany  his 
objections  with  thieats. 

It  would  certainly  tend  to  smoother  working  if  the  local  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Butchers’  Association  would  realise  that  no  good 
can  result  from  irregular  disputation  and  cross-examination  of  an 
official  whose  duties  are  laid  down  clearly  by  authority  which  fur- 
ther limits  his  power  to  deal  with  one  person  only,  namely,  the 
owner  of  the  meat. 

It  is  right  and  proper  that  the  referees  appointed  by  the  in- 
surers should  have  every  opportunity  to  examine  any  condemned 
meat  which  involves  their  organisation  in  liability,  and  such  op- 
portunity is  always  facilitated  by  the  Department  to  properly 
authorised  persons ; but  if  these  rei)resentatives  disagree  with 
the  action  which  has  been  taken,  the  obvious  and  proper  thing  to 
do  is  to  make  immediate  representations  to  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  not  argue  with,  or  much  less  threaten,  an  individual 
inspector  whose  line  of  action,  as  has  been  said,  is  laid  down 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  question  as  to  whether  it  is  regular  for  Councillors  who 
are  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  to  act  in  the  dual 
capacity  of  such  and  referees  of  the  Butchers’  Association,  re- 
quii-es  settling  beyond  doubt,  for  the  position  of  the  officer  con- 
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cerned  does  not  appear  enviable  jwlien  he  has  to  meet  the  same 
person  both  as  a possible  opponent  in  a ‘‘seized  meajb  case/’  and 
as  a member  of  the  Committee  to  whom  he  looks  for  support  in 
carrying  out  a most  difficult  duty. 

All  condemned  meat  is  destroyed  at  the  Corporation  De- 
structor Works. 

An  application  was  made  during  the  year  to  the  Public  Health 
Committee  to  sanction  the  removal  of  diseased  and  unsound  meat, 
condemned  by  the  Department,  to  a large  neighbouring  town,  for 
manufacture  into  products  which  it  was  guaranteed  would  not 
be  used  for  human  food.  The  Committee  did  not  agree  to  the 
proposal.  It  was  repoi'ted  in  the  local  Press  that  at  the  Butchers’ 
Association  dinner,  on  January  27th,  1930,  Mr.  T.  Clark,  proposing 
the  toast  of  the  National  Federation  of  Meat  Traders,  said  “What 
butchers  were  asking  for  was  that  condemned  meat  should  be 

allowed  to  them such  meat  might  mean  the  placing  of 

thousands  of  pounds  into  the  hands  of  butchers.” 

There  is  no  valid  argument  against  the  contention  that  an 
article  should  not  l^e  destroyed  if  treatment  by  manufacture  will 
recover  a profit  and  at  the  same  time  place  a useful  product  at 
the  disposal  of  commerce,  but  this  only  holds  good  in  respect  of 
diseased  meat  if  and  so  long  as  there  are  absolute  guarantees 
that  public  health  would  not  be  endangered. 

If  the  Public  Health  Committee  had  agreed  to  the  proposal 
named,  it  would  have  resulted  in  diseased  meat  collected  in  Batley 
being  imported  into  the  district  of  another  sanitary  authority, 
which,  quite  rightly,  might  have  objected  to  such  an  undesirable 
practice.  The  meat  would  presumably  have  been  accompanied  by 
a delivery  note  signed  by  a responsible  officer,  but  there  would 
not  have  been  an  absolute  guarantee  to  the  local  authority  that 
the  article  delivered  at  the  point  of  destination  was  one  and  the 
same  as  that  originally  condemned  and  described  on  the  accom- 
panying form.  Now  meat  lends  itself  most  peculiarly  to  wrongful 
practices.  A piece  may  be  cut  from  a carcase  in  the  most  advanced 
state  of  tuberculosis  and  yet  not  differ  in  appearance  from  prime 
healthy  flesh. 

Tn  such  circumstances  it  would  be  both  impolitic  and  dangerous 
for  one  local  authority  to  consent  to  diseased  meat  being  trans- 
ported into  another’s  district. 
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If  this  material  is  to  be  treated  in  recovery  plants  rather  than 
destroyed,  then,  on  health  grounds  and  for  the  reasons  briefly 
described,  the  public  are  entitled  to  proper  safeguards  which  can 
only  be  absolutely  sure  and  effectual  if : — 

(1)  The  diseased  meat  is  collected  and  delivered  by  the  local 

authority. 

(2)  The  plant  is  controlled  by  the  local  authority. 

(3)  The  plant  is  situate  in  the  district  or  combination  of  dis- 

tricts which  it  serves. 

There  is  not  enough  diseased  meat  returned  in  Batley  to  render 
profitable  the  operation  of  -a  separate  plant. 

The  following  table,  giving  particulars  of  meat  condemned,  is 
interesting  as  shewing  the  causes  of  condemnation  in  a class  of 
animals  of  a rather  higher  general  state  of  health  than  the  aver- 
age, as  they  were  selected  by  butchers  at  various  markets  as  sound 
animals  fit  for  the  meat  trade.  It  will  be  noted  that  tuberculosis 
continues  to  be  the  greatest  cause  of  condemnation.  Of  all  meat 
condemned  in  the  beef  class  86  per  cent,  was  due  to  tuberculosis, 
and  similarly  94  per  cent,  in  respect  of  pigs.  The  infection  in 
pigs  is  regarded  as  almost  solely  caused  by  feeding  with  cows’ 
milk.  As  to  sheep,  it  will  be  noted  there  was  no  condemnation 
for  .tuberculosis  and  only  a small  amount  for  all  causes,  thus  de- 
monstrating the  health  giving  virtues  of  the  continuous  open-air 
life  which  these  animals  lead. 

It  is  worth  observing  again  that  the  real  value  the  public  derives 
from  a proper  sj'stem  of  meat  inspection  is  not  simply  that  certain 
diseased  meat  is  excluded  from  sale,  but  that  wherever  an  efficient 
standard  of  inspection  is  practised,  the  trade  exercises  an  equally 
high  standard  of  selection  in  the  live  animals  which  it  purchases, 
thus  improving  quality  all  round. 

A seizure  of  diseased  meat  was  made  on  the  27th  December, 
1929,  in  circumstances  where  a butcher  failed  to  notify  disease 
in  a carcase  and  allowed  removal  of  certain  organs  before  inspec- 
tion had  taken  place.  The  matter  of  legal  proceedings  was  car- 
ried over  for  consideration  by  the  Public  Health  Committee  at  its 
meeting  in  .January,  1930.  Later  a prosecution  was  undertaken 
and  the  butcher  was  fined  £2  for  failing  to  give  notice  of  inten- 
tion to  slaughter  and  £5  for  being  in  possession  of  diseased  meat. 
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SURRENDERS  AND  SEIZURES  OF  UNSOUND  FOOD, 
OFFAL,  ETC.,  1929. 


Numbers  of  whole  carcases,  part  of  carcases,  organs  and  offals 
condemned  as  unfit  for  food : — 


Whole  carcases,  including  organs 

Cattle. 
...  8 

Sheep. 

4 

Pigs. 

9 

Total. 

21 

Part  carcases  

...  3 

— 

7 

10 

Heads  (including  tongues)  

...  69 

— 

185 

254 

Tongues  

6 

— 

— 

6 

Lungs  

...  208 

— 

91 

299 

Livers  

...  93 

2 

97 

192 

Hearts  

...  2 

— 

48 

50 

Spleens  

3 

— 

16 

19 

Kidneys  

2 

— 

— 

2 

Stomachs  

...  2 

— 

9 

11 

Udders 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Diaphragms  

...  14 

— 

— 

14 

Omentum  

...  1 

— 

— 

1 

Mesenteries  

...  33 

— 

100 

133 

CAUSES  OF  CONDEMNATION  AND  WEIGHT. 


Tuberculosis 

Cattle. 

lbs. 

11646 

Sheep. 

lbs. 

Pigs. 

lbs. 

4727 

Total. 

lbs. 

16373 

Distomatosis  

352 

— 

359 

Cirrhosis 

106 

— 

52 

158 

Actinomycosis 

199 

— 

— 

199 

Abscesses  

418 

— 

30 

448 

Parasitic  Cvsts  

124 

— 

24 

148 

Septicaemia  

— 

— 

111 

111 

Jaundice 

784 

— 

— 

784 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

22 

22 

Pericarditis  

— 

— 

4 

4 

Necrosis  

4 

— 

19 

23 

Decomposition 

165 

— 

— 

165 

Peritonitis  

...  8 

— 

— 

8 

Injury 

8 

— 

— 

8 

Septic  Pneumonia  

— 

60 

— 

60 

Moribund 

— 

314 

— 

314 

Haematoma 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Degeneration  

— 

— 

12 

12 

13814 

381 

5002 

19197 
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Jellied  Yeal  (Decomposition)  ... 
3 Bags  Mussels  (Decomposition) 


Tons.  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 

8 11  1 17 

— 12  0 


8 


12 


3 
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COMPARISON  WITH  RECENT  YEARS. 


Tons.  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 


Tons.  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 


1925  ...  3 6 2 27 

1926  ...  2 11  3 18 


1927  ...  9 14  1 5 

1928  ...  9 5 0 7 


In  the  oi)inion  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  it  is  desirable 
advantage  be  taken  of  Sec.  126  of  the  Batley  Corporation  Act, 
1921,  which  empowers  the  Corporation  to  make  Bye-laws  ‘‘  for 
securing  cleanly  and  sanitary  conditions  in  places  used  for  the 
preparation  or  manufacture  of  cooked  or  prepared  food  for  the 
purpose  of  sale  and  intended  for  the  food  of  man.”  This  has  been 
previously  recommended. 


(C)  ADULTERATION,  Etc. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 

During  the  year  87  samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  were  purchased 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst,  wffio  certified  82  samples  to 
be  genuine,  4 doubtful  and  1 sample  adulterated. 

A further  comparison  shews  that  of  the  42  milk  samples  analysed 
only  I was  adulterated. 

The  sanii)les  classed  as  doubtful  were  Headache  powders,  Tooth 
and  Nerve  powders,  Tincture  of  Iodine  and  a proprietary  drug 
known  bj*  the  name  of  Meadow  Pride.” 

One  sample  of  cheese  contained  a large  amount  of  water  and 
was  correspondingly  low  in  fat,  but  as  there  was  no  standard  the 
analyst  was  bound  to  classify  an  inferior  article  as  genuine. 

As  regards  Essence  of  Vanilla  and  Essence  of  Peppermint,  the 
analyst  was  of  opinion  that  the  presence  of  alcohol  in  l^oth  pre- 
parations would  require  that  the  vendors  should  have  a licence 
unless  they  were  pharmacists.  The  two  samples  were  purchased 
at  a small  general  shop  in  a poor  class  neighbourhood. 
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The  following  taVjle  gives  particulars  of  Food  and  Drugs  samples 
during  the  year  : — 


TABLE  1. 


Manner  of  Purchase.  Result  of  analysis. 

Genu-  Adulter-  Doubt- 

Nature  of  Sample.  Formal.  Informal,  ine  ated.  ful.  Total. 


Milk  42 

Cheese  — 

Butter — 

Margarine — 

Dripping  — 

Potted  meat 1 

Sausage  — 

Bread  — 


Self-raising  flour — 

Oatmeal  — 

Sago  — 

Yeast  — 

Treacle  — 

Tea — 

Coffee  — 

Custard  powder  ...  — 

Candied  Peel  — 

Mixed  Pickles  — 

Limejuice  and  Soda  — 

Canned  Pears  — 

Sweets  — 

Headache  Powders  — 

Tooth  and  Nerve  Powder...  — 

Female  Pills  — 

Tincture  of  Iodine  — 

Meadow  Pride  (Medicine)  1 

Seidlitz  Powder  — 

Camphorated  Oil  — 

Gregory  Powder  — 


Calomel  Ointment  — 

Paregoric  — 

Zinc  Ointment  — 

Boric  Ointment  — 

Essence  of  Vanilla — 

Essence  of  Peppermint  ...  — 

Marmalade  1 

Ice  Cream  1 

Stewing  Figs  1 

Sugar  1 

Baking  Powder  1 

Lemonade  Crystals  — 

Totals  49 


-41  1 — 42 

1 1 — — 1 

3 3 — — 3 

1 1 — — 1 

2 2 — — 2 

- 1 — — 1 

2 2 — — 2' 

1 1 — — 1 

1 1 — — 1 

1 1 — — 1 

1 1 _ _ . 1 
1 1 — — 1 

1 1 — — 1 

1 1 — — 1 

1 1 — — 1 

1 1 — — 1 

1 1 — — 1 

1 1 — — 1 

1 1 — — 1 

1 1 — — 1 

2 2 — — 2 

1 — — 1 1 

1 — — 1 1 

1 1 — — 1 

1 — 1 1 

— — —11 

1 1 — — 1 

1 1 — 1 
1 1 — — 1 

1 1 — — 1 

1 1 — — 1 

1 1 — — 1 

1 1 — — 1 

1 1 _ 1 

1 1 — — 1 

— 1 — — 1 

— 1 — — 1 

— 1 — — 1 

— 1 — — 1 

_ 1 _ _ 1 

1 1 — — 1 


38  82  1 4 87 
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TABLE  n. 


Administrative  Action  Taken  in  Respect  of  Samples  Reported 
to  be  Not  Genuine. 


Sample 

No. 

Nature  of  sample  and  result  of 
analysis. 

Remarks. 

6 

Headache  Powders. 

Reported  to  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee. No  action  taken. 

7 ' 

Tooth  and  Nerve  Powders 

Reported  to  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee. No  action  taken. 

11 

Tincture  of  Iodine 

Reported  to  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee. No  action  taken. 

13  1 

Cheese.  Low  fat  content 

High  water  content 

Reported  to  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee. Town  Clerk  forwarded  let- 
ter of  warning  to  vendor. 

15 

Milk 97% 

Added  water  3% 

Reported  to  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee. Proceedings  taken  against 
vendor.  Case  proved  and  de- 
fendant fined  twenty  shillings  and 
costs. 

28 

‘ Meadow  Pride  ” Medicine 

Reported  to  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee. Vendor  appeared  before 

Public  Health  Committee. 

No  action  taken. 

TABLE  HI. 


Monthly  Average  Composition  of  Milk  Samples. 


{ Analytical  Data. 

Month.  No.  of  Samples. 

1 Milk  Fat, 

1 per  cent 

Non-Fatty  Solids, 
per  cent. 

January  — 

I — 

— 

February  4 

: 3.61 

9.00 

March  10 

i 3.74 

8.97 

April  — 

! — 

— 

May  ‘ — ! 

I — 

— 

June  11 

i 4.71 

8.94 

Jhly  , 1 

3.64 

9.06 

August  : — 





September  — 

— 

— 

October  q 

4.07 

9.10 

November  10  , 

3.84 

8.99 

December  * 

— 

Average  for  the  year  1929  ...  i 

3.93 

9.01 

Average  for  the  year  1928  ..  .j 

3.81 

8.96 

Average  for  the  year  1927  

3.83 

8.98 

Average  for  the  year  1926  

3.80 

8.97 

Average  for  the  year  1925  ! 

3.82 

8.93 

Requirements  of  the  Sale  of 

Milk  Regulations,  1901 

3.00 

8.50 
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TABLE  IV. 

Articles  of  Food  examined  for  Preservatives  in  accordance  with 
the  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925. 


No.  of 

Nature  of 

Amount. 

Food. 

samples 

Preser- 

Allowed. 

Found. 

examined. 

vative. 

Milk  

42 

— 

Nil 

Nil. 

Sweets 

2 

Sulphur 

Dioxide. 

Sugar 

70  parts  per 

Nil. 

million. 

Nil. 

Marmalade 

1 

do. 

40  parts  per 
million. 

Ice  Cream 

1 

do. 

Sugar 

70  pa.rts  per 

Trace. 

Stewing 
figs  

1 

do. 

million. 
100  parts 

Nil. 

per  million 

Sugar 

1 

do. 

70  parts  per 
million. 

Nil. 

Sausage  ... 

2 

do. 

450  parts 
per  million 

(1)  Nil. 

(2)  66  parts 

Candied 

100  parts 

per  million. 

Peel 

1 

do. 

per  million 

Nil. 

r.Iargarine 

1 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Cheese 

1 

— 

Nil. 

Nil.  . 

Potted  Meat 

1 

— 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Butter 

3 

— 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Lemonade 

Nil. 

Crystals 

1 

Nil. 

Custard 

Nil. 

Powder  ... 

1 

— 

Nil. 

Treacle 

1 

Sulphur 

70  parts  per 

Nil. 

Dioxide. 

million. 

Canned 

fruit 

1 

do. 

350  parts 
per  million 

Nil. 

Mineral 

do. 

70  parts 

Water  ... 

1 

Nil. 

or  Benzoic 

120  parts 

Acid. 

per  million 

S02. 

Dripping 

2 

— 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Pickles 

1 

Benzoic 

250  parts 

Nil. 

Acid. 

per  million 

Self-raising 

Nil. 

flour 

1 

— 

Nil. 

Oatmeal  ... 

1 

— 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Custard 

Nil. 

Powder 

1 

— 

Nil. 

Bread  

1 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Remarks. 


In  no  case  was  any 
colouring  matter  de- 
tected contrary  to  Part 
n.  of  the  Regulations, 
which  lays  down  that 
no  metallic  colouring 
matter,  gamboge  or 
certain  specified  coal 
tar  colours,  respective- 
ly, may  be  added  to 
food. 


63 


Tliero  is  a commodity  manufactured  by  a wholesale  firm  re^ 
tailed  in  Batley  and  district  at  4d.  per  bottle  labelled  ‘‘  Lime 
Juice  and  Soda.”  The  result  of  an  examination  of  a sample  sub- 
mitted to  the  Public  Analyst  is  indicated  below. 

The  Public  Health  Committee,  having  considered  the  Analyst’s 
certificate,  passed  the  following  resolution  at  its  meeting  on  March 
10th 

“ Piesolved  : — That  Harold  Hornby,  Inspector  appointed 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928,  in  and  for 
this  Borough,  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  and  instructed 
to  institute  and  carr^^  on  proceedings  against  H.  B.,  of  127, 

Street,  Batley,  for  having,  on  the  8th  March,  1930, 

in  Batley,  sold  to  the  said  Inspector  and  to  his  prejudice  a 
certain  article  of  food  (Sample  No.  26),  which  was  not  of  the 
nature,  substance  and  quality  of  the  article  (to  wit.  Lime  Juice 
and  Soda),  so  demanded  by  the  Inspector,  contrary  to  the 
Statute.” 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Town  Council,  on  April  2nd,  1930,  the  re- 
solution of  the  Public  Health  Committee  was  referred  back,  with 
the  result  that  no  proceedings  were,  or  could,  be  taken  against 
the  vendor.  In  view  of  this  it  would  appear  the  time  is  opportune 
for  a consideration  by  the  Town  Council  of  its  policy  with  respect 
to  enforcing  this  important  Act  in  Batley. 

ANALYST’S  CEBTIFICATE. 

To  Inspector  H.  Hornby,  of  Batley. 

I,  the  undersigned.  Public  Analyst  for  the  West  Riding  of 
Yorkshire,  do  hereby  certify  that  I received,  on  the  8th  day  of 
March,  1930,  from  Inspector  H.  Hornby,  a sample  of  Lime  Juice 
and  Soda  for  Analysis  marked  No.  26,  and  have  analysed  the  same 
and  declare  the  result  of  my  Analysis  to  be  as  follows ; — 

I am  of  opinion  that  100  parts  by  weight  of  this  sample  contain 


in  parts  by  weight : — 

Water  (Carbonated)  95.690 

Sugar  and  small  amount  of  Azo-yellow  dye  to 

colour  (a  permissible  dye)  4.204 

Citrus  Essential  Oil  to  flavour  Traces. 

Tartaric  Acid 090 

Mineral  Matters  (Lime  Carbonate,  Sodium 

Chloride,  etc.) 016 


100.000 
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This  sample  of  Lime  Juice  and  Soda  ” Mineral  Water  consists 
of  a coloured  solution  of  sugar'  flavoured  with  a little  tartaric  acid 
and  traces  of  essential  oil  of  lemons,  etc.  As  it  does  not  contain 
either  " lime  juice  ” or  soda,  it  is  clearly  “ adulterated  ’’  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  It  is  not  of  the  sub- 
stance, nature  or  quality  demanded  by  the  purchaser. 

The  sample  was  analysed  before  " any  change  had  taken  place 
in  the  constitution  of  the  article  that  would  interfere  with  the 
analysis.” 

As  witness  my  hand  this  12th  day  of  March,  1930. 

(Signed)  F.  W.  RICHARDSON  at  Bradford. 

(d)  CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINA- 
TION OF  FOOD  has  not  been  specially  required  during  the  year 
otherwise  than  for  milk.  Bacteriological  examinations  of  certi- 
fied milk  have  been  made  monthly  by  the  Clinical  Research 
Association  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Ordinary 
chemical  examinations  of  food  samples  have  been  made  as  usual 
by  the  analyst  who  usually  does  this  work. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

The  visitation  of  Smallpox,  the  first  since  1914,  continued  during 
1929.  Commencing  in  March,  1927,  with  an  isolated  case  from 
which  no  further  infection  was  known,  the  disease  re-appeared 
in  December  of  that  year,  continuing  until  November,  1928.  Par- 
ticulars are  given  on  pages  55  and  onwards  of  the  Annual  Report 
for  1928  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

During  1929  there  were  75  cases  of  Smallpox  notified  in  Batley. 
There  is  no  doubt  there  were  many  more  which  were  unknown  to 
the  Public  Health  Department.  Single  cases  were  notified  in 
April,  May  and  June,  but  in  August  fifteen  cases  were  seen,  and 
the  town  was  never  free  during  the  remainder  of  the  year.  The 
type  of  disease,  speaking  generally,  was  mild,  although  there  were 
some  instances  of  severity,  approaching  what  those  of  us  who  are 
familiar  with  classical  smallpox  would  term  discrete  smallpox.” 
No  death  was  recorded,  but  some  of  the  victims  were  permanently 
scarred  to  a moderately  severe  degree. 

This  being  a district  where  vaccination  has  been  neglected  for 
many  years,  the  disease  found  a very  suitable  soil  wherein  to 
thrive.  The  inhabitants  were  lucky  in  the  mild  type  of  illness, 
for  had  it  even  approached  that  in  which  perhaps  sixty  per  cent. 
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of  those  attacked  die  and  the  remainder  are  permanently  de- 
formed, the  town  would  have  suffered  a disaster  of  the  first -mag- 
nitude. 

It  was  soon  found  that  the  cases  in  August  were  traceable  to 
unrecognised  cases  of  smallpox  which  had  been  termed  fruit 
poisoning,’’  ‘‘  heat  rashes,”  chicken  pox,”  and  other  designa- 
tions. As  in  the  preceding  year  the  inhabitants  themselves 
frequently  offered  the  greatest  obstruction  to  the  department’s 
efforts  to  stamp  it  out.  False  information,  neglect  or  refusal  to 
furnish  particulars  respecting  contacts  was  so  common  that  it 
almost  became  the  rule.  It  finally  transpired  that  this  difficulty 
arose  through  trouble  between  the  inhabitants  of  houses  where 
smallpox  appeared  and  those  living  in  other  houses  who  had  been 
in  contact  with  persons  infected.  So  long  as  movements  were  not 
divulged  nothing  happened,  but  should  the  residents  of  the  in- 
fected premises  mention  the  names  of  others  who  were  contacts 
they  Avere  accused  by  the  latter  of  an  unfriendly  action  and  quar- 
rels followed.  The  good  of  the  community  was  entirely  ignored 
for  the  personal  convenience  of  the  few. 

Infection  was  easily  spread  under  these  circumstances,  and  it 
was  found  that  all  places  of  public  resort,  including  billiard  halls, 
dancing  halls  in  this  town  and  outside,  social  functions,  and  similar 
affairs  were  the  chief  foci.  Cases  were  often  brought  into  the 
town  from  other  areas,  and  doubtless  persons  from  Batley  carried 
the  infection  elsewhere,  the  disease  being  very  prevalent  through- 
out the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire. 

During  the  last  five  months  of  1929  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  were  continually  at  work,  week- 
days and  Sundays,  often  till  the  early  hours  of  the  morning. 
The  former  was  called  in  consultation  to  a large  number  of 
patients  on  various  occasions  by  every  doctor  in  Batley,  and 
some  who  resided  outside  the  town.  The  task  of  deciding  whether 
the  patient  was  or  was  not  suffering  from  Smallpox  was  often  one 
of  considerable  difficulty.  The  result  of  a mistake  might  mean 
many  more  cases  and  great  expenditure  of  money. 

For  many  years  the  Medical  Officer  has  urged  the  Batley  Cor- 
poration to  use  its  influence  with  the  Oakwell  Joint  Hospital 
Board  to  persuade  that  Board  to  provide  a motor  ambulance.  A 
large  sum  has  been  spent’  in  wages  through  the  impossibility  fre- 
quently of  getting  the  patients  removed  quickly  to  hospital  and 
the  Corporation  staff  standing  idly  waiting  for  many  hours. 
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His  veeommondation  often  made  that  the  Inspector’s  house  be 
on  the  telephone  would  have  saved  much  expense  if  accepted. 
On  scores  of  occasions  it  has  been  necessary  for  telegrams  to  be 
sent,  or  messages  by  taxi,  the  office  being  closed  and  it  being 
essential  the  Medical  Officer  and  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  get 
into  communication.  The  method  is  certainly  not  economical. 

One  instance  of  false  information,  typical  of  many  others,  may 
be  quoted  as  an  example.  A Dewsbury  doctor  was  attending  a 
patient  in  Batley,  a woman  of  over  fifty,  and  requested  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  see  her  with  him.  When  asked  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  in  the  presence  of  the  other  doctor, 
whether  she  had  been  to  a picture  palace  or  other  place  of  amuse- 
ment recently,  she  emphatically  stated  she  had  never  been  in 
any  such  place  for  at  least  three  months.  The  neighbours  in- 
formed the  Sanitary  Inspector  she  had  spent  the  whole  of  the 
previous  evening  in  a picture  house,  accompanied  by  other  women, 
who  had  tea  with  her  before  going  to  the  pictures.  This  she 
denied,  but  ultimately  admitted  its  truth.  She  was  in  a highly 
infectious  condition  whilst  at  the  place  of  amusement. 

It  often  happened  that  where  Smallpox  appeared  in  a house, 
other  members  of  the  family  had  gone  the  same  day  to  seaside 
resorts  or  elsewhere  without  giving  information  on  their  arrival, 
or  their  relatives  at  this  end  informing  us.  Hundreds  of  letters, 
telephone  calls,  circulars,  and  telegrams  were  dispatched  to  resi- 
dents in  Batley  and  towns  throughout  the  country  respecting  the 
supervision  and  tracing  of  contacts.  During  the  year  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  put  in  the  equivalent  of  eleven  weeks  three  days  over- 
time, which,  added  to  that  of  the  previous  year,  gives  a total 
of  approximately  twenty-three  weeks  overtime  in  1928  and  1929 
on  smallpox  alone.  As  an  illustration,  954  smallpox  contacts  had 
to  be  kept  under  daily  observation  for  16  days  during  the  last  five 
months  of  1929.  This  meant  over  sixteen  thousand  visits  at  all 
hours  of  the  day  and  night.  In  1928  the  Inspectors  asked  for 
financial  recompense  on  the  ground  that  the  amount  of  extra 
work  involved  systematic  overtime.  This  was  refused.  The  same 
happened  respecting  1929.  One  resigned  his  position,  giving  over- 
work as  the  reason.  This  made  the  second  resignation  during 
recent  years  when  overwork  was  given  as  the  cause. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  (Small- 
pox Prevention;  Regulations,  1917,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
did  359  primary  and  483  re-vaccinations  of  contacts.  Objection  by 
members  of  the  Council  was  made  to  this  at  several  Committee 
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ineetiiigs,  and  ’oii  three  occasions  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
invited  the  Public  Health  Committee  to  relieve  him  of  this  re- 
sponsibility by  instructing  him  not  to  observe  the  Ministry’s 
regulation.  Dr.  Shaw,  one  of  the  medical  inspectors  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  visited  the  town  in  connection  with  the  small- 
pox outbreak,  and  impressed  upon  the  Chairman  and  Vice-Chair- 
man of  the  Public  Health  Committee  the  necessity  of  these  regu- 
lations of  the  Ministry  being  observed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  his  action  supported  by  the  Corporation.  The  position 
of  this  officer  in  the  face  of  a smallpox  epidemic  under  these 
circumstances  was  somewhat  interesting.  Whichever  way  he 
turned  he  was  bound  to  be  in  the  wrong.  At  the  meeting  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  on  September  18th,  1929,  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  in  consequence  of  several  unrecognised  cases 
of  smallpox  having  been  discovered  amongst  children,  recommend- 
ed that  application  be  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  per- 
mission to  make  chicken-pox  notifiable  in  the  town  for  a period 
of  three  months.  This  was  confirmed  by  the  Town  Council  on 
October  3rd  and  the  disease  became  notifiable  for  three  months 
from  October  12th,  1929. 

DIPHTHERIA  was  notified  on  14  occasions.  There  were  no 
return  cases,  but  one  death.  Antitoxin  is  provided  by  the  Cor- 
poration to  practitioners  free  upon  request.  22,000  units  were 
thus  distributed  during  the  year.  23  cases  of  ERYSIPELAS  were 
iiotified.  There  was  1 death.  There  were  101  cases  of  SCARLET 
FEVER,  of  which  95  were  removed  to  hospital.  There  was  one 
return  case.  The  type  of  the  disease,  as  is  usual  at  present,  was 
mild.  One  death  took  place. 

ENTERIC  FEVER  was  notified  once  and  PARATYPHOID  B 
10  tijnes.  Three  of  the  paratyphoids  on  bacteriological  examina- 
tion proved  not  to  be  this  disease.  Reference  has  been  made  to 
the  connection  between  the  consumption  of  polluted  well  water, 
notwithstanding  warnings  from  the  Health  Department.  There 
was  one  fatal  case,  the  patient  being  a woman,  aged  37,  who  had 
persisted  in  drinking  this  water,  and  unfortunatel'y  paid  the 
penalty. 

PNEUMONL\  is  not  generally  notified  in  accordance  with  the 
Regulations.  Five  cases  were  removed  to  hospital,  usually  the 
Batley  Hospital.  Mostly  hospital  accommodation  is  refused, 
patients  or  their  relatives  preferring  otherwise.  It  is  remarkable 
how  so  many  recover  when  nursed  in  the  kitchen  or  living-room, 
often  under  overcrowded  conditions. 
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MALARIA  and  DYSENTERY  were  never  notified  during  the 
year. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA  was  notified  on  two  occasions.  Both 
patients  were  attended  by  doctors.  One  was  confined  in  the 
Maternity  Home  and  the  other  at  her  own  home.  Both  were  re- 
moved to  Batley  Hospital. 

ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARGICA  was  notified  in  respect  of  a 
youth  aged  27  and  a man  aged  63.  The  former,  on  visitation  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  presented  symptoms  which  coin- 
cided with  a history  of  illness  some  three  years  previously,  but  as 
the  acute  stage  had  long  since  passed  the  notification  was  not 
included  in  the  returns.  The  man  of  63  was  admitted  to  Batley 
Hospital  for  observation.  Ultimately  it  was  decided  he  was  pro- 
bably suffering  from  the  disease,  but  the  diagnosis  was  provisional. 
He  was  then  removed  to  the  isolation  hospital,  where  death 
occurred  later,  it  being  certified  as  due  to  encephalitis  lethargica. 

PATHOLOGICAL  and  BACTERIOLOGICAL  facilities  are 
provided  at  the  County  Council  Laboratories,  Wakefield,  for  the 
examination  of  pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens.  The 
figures  for  the  year  1929  are  Widal  36,  Sputa  36,  Ringworm  22, 
Diphtheria  52,  Miscellaneous  19,  a total  of  165. 

Contacts  are  searched  for  in  school  or  at  home  when  necessary. 
Isolation  is  possible  at  the  Oakwell  .Joint  Hospital,  or,  to  a modi- 
fied degree,  at  the  Dewsbury  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  for  patients 
from  the  Soothill  Ward.  Disinfection  is  done  by  the  Corporation’s 
disinfecting  staff  in  the  homes  and  at  the  Disinfecting  Station, 
where  a modern  steam  apparatus  is  installed. 

The  necessity  for  the  provision  of  a motor  ambulance  at  the 
Oakwell  Hospital  has  often  been  pointed  out.  Much  money  has 
been  paid  to  workmen  obliged  to  stand  idle  owing  to  extensive 
delays  in  removing  patients  from  their  homes. 


DISINFECTION,  1929. 
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THE  SCHICK  and  DICK  TESTS.— So  far  as  the  Medical  Offi- 
cer of  Health  is  aware,  no  use  has  officially  been  made  of  these 
tests  in  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever  respectively  or  of  the  recently 
developed  artificial  methods  of  immunisation  against  these  dis- 
eases, but  serum  treatment  has  been  tried  in  several  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  by  general  practitioners,  who  have  reported  favour- 
ably. 

NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  become  known 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  principally  through  the  agency 
of  Head  Teachers  and  the  School  Attendance  Officer,  of  whom 
the  former  notified  327  and  the  latter  74  during  1929.  Such  cases 
are  visited  at  home  by  the  School  Nurses. 

The  average  weekly  number  of  scholars  excluded  either  as 
patients  or  contacts  during  the  year  for  notifiable  or  non-notifiable 


diseases  was : — 

Scarlet  Fev'er  

...  15.7 

Mumps 

0.05 

Diphtheria 

1.2 

RingAvorm  

2.8 

Para  Typhoid  Fever 

..  0.97 

Impetigo  

2.4 

Measles  

...  20.6 

Contagious  Ophthalmia 

Nil. 

Whooping  Cough  ...  . 

..  23.2 

Scabies  and  Itch  

1.6 

Ghickenpox  

..  13.8 

Verminous  Conditions  .. 

2.8 

Smallpox  

..  9.2 

No  locally  contracted  case  of  ANTHIIAX  or  RABIES  was  noti- 
fied during  the  year.  No  compulsory  cleansing  of  VERMINOUS 
PERSONS  was  resorted  to,  but  many  scholars  Avere  cleansed  from 
vermin  by  their  parents  under  threat  of  prosecution.  The  cleans- 
ing and  disinfecting  station  Avas  frequently  used  to  deal  Avith  small- 
pox contacts. 

During  the  autumn  the  usual  measures  in  connection  Avith  Rat 
Week  were  taken  as  described  in  previous  Annual  Reports. 

MEASLES  and  INFLUENZA  were  not  prevalent  to  an  extent 
calling  for  special  notice  during  1929. 
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YEAR  1929. 

Table  shewing  relationship  between  Domestic  Conditions  of  persons 


under  15,  and  incidence  of  Notifiable  Disease. 


Xotiliablo  disease. 

Less  than  1 person 
per  room. 

1 to  2 persons 
per  room. 

More  than  2 per- 
sons per  room. 

Not 

ib-eviouslv  previously 

Previously  j 

Not 

previously 

Previously  | 

Not 

previously 

attacked.  | attacked. 

attacked. 

attacked. 

attacked,  j 

! 

attacked. 

Diphtheria 

(including 

Membranous 

1 

Croup)  

! 4 

... 

' 6 

3 

Erysipelas 

:::  i ... 

... 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

; 9 

... 

59 

16 

Enteric  Fever  | 

1 

Pneumonia 

7 

2 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

j 

1 

1 

Pulmonary 

1 

i 

Tuberculosis 

1 

2 

' 1 

Other  forms  of 

Tuberculosis 

5 

1 

Smallpox  

.ly  1 1 

24 

; 6 

Para  Typhoid 

! 

j 

Fever  (B)  ... 

... 

3 

... 

; 2 

Chickenpox 

I ”3 

1 16 

• • • J 

i 4 

YEAR  1929. 

Attack  rates  per  1,000  persons  under  15  not  known  to  have  had 


a previous  attack. 


! 

Notifiable  Disease,  j 

Less  than  1 per- 
son per  room. 

1 to  2 persons 
per  room. 

More  than  2 per- 
sons per  room. 

Diphtheria  (in- 
cluding Mem-1 
branous  Group 

0.11 

0.17 

0.08 

Erysipelas  ...| 

1.7 

0.02 

Scarlet  Fever  ' 

0.26 

0.46 

Enteric  Fever 

... 

Pneumonia 

0.2 

0.05 

Ol)hthalmia 

Neonatorum 

0.02 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

0.02 

1 

0.05 

0.02 

Other  forms  of 
Tubi>rculosis 

0.14 

0.02 

Smallpox  

0.02 

i 0.69 

I 0.17 

Para  Typhoid 
(B)  

1 0.08 

0.05 

Chickenpox 

0.08 

' 0.46 

' 0.11 

72 


PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Sec.  66  Public  Health  Act, 
1925,  for  the  prevention  of  blindness  or  for  the  treatment  of  per- 
sons suffering  from  any  disease  or  injury  to  the  eyes,  the  local 
facilities  appearing  to  be  sufficient. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM,  1929. 


CASES. 

Vision 

Unim 

Year. 

Treated. 

Vision 

Impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Death 

Notified. 

At  Home. 

In  Hospital. 

paired. 

1929 

1 

1 

1 

This  infant  was  born  in  the  Maternity  Home  and  removed  to 
Batley  Hospital. 


TUBERCULOSIS  IN  BATLEY,  1929. 


i 

NRW  CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Pulmonary 

Non  Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non  Pulmonary 

Age 

Periods. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

1 

• • • 

3 

i • • * 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

• •• 

• . • 

10 

1 ^ , 

1 

1 

1 

. . . 

15 

1 

4 

, , , 

2 

• % • 

1 

20 

1 2 

2 

! 1 

1 

• • • 

1 

I 

25 

! 2 

6 

i 

1 

3 

' *3  1 

35 

i 4 

3 i 

... 

3 

2 I 

45 

i 2 

1 ^ ^ ^ ' 

1 

4 

1 1 

1 

55 

3 

1 

. . . 

1 

1 

65  & upwards 

1 

... 

... 

1 

1 

1 

i 

... 

Totals 

1 

16  ! 

1 

1 

19 

6 

6 

12 

7 

. 1 

1 

1 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1929, 


1916 

to 

1925 

339 
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466 

50 

1 
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notifiable  disease. 

Small-pox. ,. 

Cholera  (C)  Plague  (P) 
Diphtheria  (including 

Membranous  Croup) 
Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphth 
Typhus  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

Para  Typhoid  (B)  ... 
Pneumonia 

Relapsing  Fever 

Malaria  ... 

Dysentery 

Continued  Fever  ... 
Puerperal  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 
Cerebro-Spinal  Aleningitis 
Poliomyelitis 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
^Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
f Other  Forms  of  ,, 
Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Chickenpox 

Totals 
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Measles  was  notifiable  from  1916  to  1919. 


Housing  coiulilions  of  patients  notified  to  be  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  during  the  eleven  years  1919  to  1929  were 
as  follows  : — 
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This  appears  remarkable. 
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The  relationship  between  notification  of  tuberculosis  and  deaths 


from  the  disease  is  shown  in  the  following  table,  which  covers  the 


period  between  January  1st,  1913,  and  December  31st,  1929 


Death  before  notification  ...  90 

Death  1 month,  or  under, 


alter  notification  143 

Death  2 months  after 40 

Death  3 months  after  25 

Death  4 rnonths  after  14 

Death  5 months  after 14 


Death  6 months  after  15 

Death  7 months  after 12 

Death  8 months  after  7 

Death  9 months  after 6 

Death  10  months  after  3 

Death  11  months  after  5 


Death  12  months  and  over  103 


The  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  tuber- 


culosis deaths  during  1929  was  2 to  24  or  8.3  per  cent. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 
REGULATIONS,  1925. 

No  action  was  taken  or  called  for  under  these  Regulations 
during  1929. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925,  SECTION  62. 

This  section  refers  to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of 
infectious  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  It  is 
similar  to  Section  138  of  the  Batley  Corporation  Act,  1921.  The 
West  Riding  County  Council  is  the  authority  responsible  for  the 
provision  of  hospital  accommodation  for  persons  suffering  from 
tuberculosis.  There  are  many  cases  where  such  is  very  desirable, 
though  not  provided,  partly  because  there  are  not  sufficient  beds 
available,  and  partly  because  tubercular  patients  often  refuse 
hospital  treatment.  No  action  was  taken  under  this  section. 

The  adoptive  portions  of  this  Act  were  recommended  to  the 
Sanitary  Committee  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  adoption 
b}^  the  Town  Council  at  a meeting  of  that  Committee  on  Septem- 
ber 22nd,  1926.  The  recommendation  is  again  made. 

This  report  cannot  be  concluded  without  reference  to  the  services 
rendered  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  under  discouraging  circum- 
stances, not  only  in  connection  with  the  epidemic  of  smallpox  dur- 
ing two  years,  but  generally  in  the  course  of  their  duties.  With- 
out their  loyal  support  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  would  have 
found  his  work  during  this  period  impossible  for  one  individual 
to  accomplish. 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  H.  Hornby,  M.R.S.I.)  has 
been  of  great  assistance,  and  some  portions  of  this  report  are 
from  his  pen. 

The  resignation  of  Mrs.  Louks,  Chief  Clerk,  was  much  re- 
gretted, although  it  was  pleasing  to  her  colleagues  to  know  she 
had  obtained  well  deserved  promotion  in  another  town.  She  was 
a highly  efficient  and  painstaking  member  of  the  staff. 

G.  H.  PEARCE,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 
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